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MDCCLEXII, 


At a General Court held at Bos rox, May 19th, 
1680. 


HIS court having taken into ſerious conſi - 
deration the requeſt that hath been preſen- 
ted by ſeveral of the reverend elders, in the name 
of the late SYNOD, do approve thereof, and ac- 
dingly order, TR Cox rEssloN or FaITR, a- 
greed upon at their ſecond ſeſſion, and, THE PLA T- 
FORM OF DISCIPLINE, conſented unto by the, Sy- 
nod at CAMBRIDGE, Anno 1648, to be printed, 
for the benefit of the churches in prevent and af- 
tex times. : 


\ 


Ep WIRD RawsoN, Sec'ry. 


+ | a 
D. 1 þ 
8 | 3 
L * - 


* a | 7 * * 


81 — 3 
. 


Tie PREF ACE. 


HE ſetting forth of the publick confeſſion 
of the faith of churches hath a double end, 
and both tending to public edificatiqn ; Firſt, 
the maintenance of the faith intire within itſelf : | 
Secondly, the holding forth of unity and harmo- 
ny, both amongſt, and with other churches,' Our 
churches here, as (by the grace of Chriſt) we be- 
lieve and profeſs the ſame doarine of the truth of 
the goſpel, which generally is received in all the 
reformed churches of Chriſt in Europe, ſo eſpe- 
cially we deſire not to vary from the doctrine of 
faith and truth held forth by the churches of our 
native country. For though it be not one native 
country that can breed us all of one mind; nor 
— we to have the glorious faith of our Lord 
Jeſus with reſpect to perſons, yet as Paul, who 
was himſelf a Jew, profeſſed to hold forth the 
doctrine of juſtification by faith, and of the 
reſurrection of the dead, according as he knew 
his godly country-men did, who were Jews by 
nature, (Gal. 2. 15. Ads 26. 6, 7.) ſo we who 
are by nature Engliſh- men, do deſire to hold forth | 
the ſame doctrine of religion (eſpecially in funda- 
mentals) which we ſee and know to be held by {| 
the churches of England, according to the truth 
of che goſpel. 58 ek 

The more we diſcern (that which we do, and 
have cauſe to do with inceſſant mourning and 
trembling) the unkind, and unbrotherly, and un- 
chriſtian contention of our godly brethren and 
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country- men in matters of church ment; 


the more earneſtly do we deſire to ſee them join 
together in one common faith; and ourſelves with 
them. For this end, having peruſed the- public 


| confeſſion of the faith, agreed upon by the re- 


verend aſſembly of divines at Weſtminſter, and 
finding the ſum and ſubſtance thereof (in matters 
of doctrine) to expreſs not their own judgment 
only, but ours alſo ; and being likewiſe called up- 
on by our godly magiſtrates, 'do draw up a pub-- 
lic confeſſion of that faith which is conſtantly 
taught, and generally profeſſed amongſt us; we 
thought good to preſent unto them, and with 


them to our churches; and with them to all 
the churches of Chriſt abroad, our profeſſed and 


heatty aſſent and atteſtation to the whole confeſ- 


ſion of faith (for ſubſtance of doctrine) which the 
reverend aſſembly preſented to the religious and 
-honorable parliament of England : Excepting 
only ſome ſections in the 23, 30. & 31. chapters 
of their confeſſion, which concerns points of con- 


troverſy in church diſcipline; touching which we 
refer ourſelves to the draught of church · diſci- 
pline in the enſuing treatiſe. | 


The truth of what we here declare, may appear - 


by the unanimous vote of the ſynod of the elders 
and meſſengers of our churches, aſſe mbled at 
Cambridge, the laſt of the ſixth month, 1648. 
which jointly paſſed in theſe words ; This ſynod 


having peruſed and conſidered (with much glad- 


neſs of heart, and thankfulneſs to God) the con- 
feſſion of faith, publiſhed of late by the reverend 
aſſembly in England, do judge it to be very holy, 
orthodox and judicious in all matters of faith; 


and do therefore freely and fully conſent there- 
unto, for the ſubſtance thereof. Only in thoſe 


TW: 
things which have refpe& to church. government 
and diſcipline, we refer ourſelves to the platform 
of church-difcipline, agreed upon by this prelent 
aſſembly ; and do therefore think it meet, that 
this confeſſion of faith ſhould be commended to 
the churches of Chriſt amongſt us, and, ro the 
honoured court, as worthy of their due conlidera- 
tion and acceptance. Howbeu, we may not con- 
ceal, that the doctrine of wocation, expreſſed in 
chap.10. ſett.1. and ſummarily repeated in cap. i 3. 
ſect. 1. paſſed not without ſome debate. Yes con- 


ſidering the term of vacation, and others by 


which it is deſcribed, are capable of a large, or 
more ſtrict ſenſe and uſe, ànd that it is not intended 
or method, there hath been a general condeſcen- 
dency thereunto. . _ . 12 
Now by this our proſeſſed gonſent and free 
concurrence with them in all the doctrinals of re- 
ligion, we hope it may appear to the world, that 
as we are à ramnant of the people or̃ the ſame 
nation with them, ſo we are profeſſors of the ſame 
common faith, and fellow-heirs of the ſame com- 
mon ſalvation. Yea moreover, as this our pro- 
feſſion of the ſame faith with them, will exempt 
us (even in their judgments) from ſuſpicion; of 
hereſy ; ſo (we truſt) it may exempt us in the 
like fort from ſuſpicion of ſchi/m : that though we 
are forced to diſſent from them in matters at; 
church-diſcipline, yet our diſſent is not (Ken up 
out of arrogancy of ſpirit in ourſelves (whom 
they ſee willingly condeſcend to learn of them}ne;- 
theris it carried with uncharitable-cenſoriouſneſs to- 
wards them, (both which are the proper and eſenual 
characters of ſchiſm) but in meekneſs of wiſdom, 
as we walk along with them, and follow them as 


141 


they follow Chriſt ; ſo were we conceive a different 
apprehenſion of the mind of Chriſt(as it falleth out. 
in ſome few points touching church-order) we 
{till reſerve due reverence to them (whom we 


judge to be, through Chriſt, the glorious lights 
of both nations) and only crave leave (as in the 
ſpirit we are bound) to follow the Lamb whither- 


ſoever he goeth, and (after the apoſtles example) 


as we believe, ſo we ſpeak. L 
And if the example of ſuch poor out=caſts as 
* ourſelves;might prevail, if not with all (for that 
were too great a bleſſing to hope for) yet with 
ſome or other of our brethren in England, ſo far 
as they are come to mind and ſpeak the ſame 
thing with ſuch as diſſent from them, we ho 
in Chriſt it would not only moderate the harſh 
judging and condemning of one another in ſuch 
differences of judgment as may be found in the 
choiceſt ſaints ; but alſo prevent (by the mercy 


of Chriſt) the peril of the diſtraction and diſtruc- 
tion of all the churches in both kingdoms. Other- 


wile, if brethren ſhall go on to bite and devour 
one another, the apoſtle feared (as we alſo with 
ſadneſs of heart do) it will tend to the conſuming 
of them, and us all : which the Lord prevent. 

We are not ignorant, (that beſides theſe aſper- 
ſions of hereſy and ſchiſm) other exceptions alſo 


are taken at our way of church-government, (bus 


as we conceive) upon as little ground. Ay, 


1. That by admitting none into the fellowſhip 


of our church but ſaints by calling, we rob many 


pariſh churches of their beſt members, to make 


up one of our congregations, which is. not only 
to gather churches out of churches, (a thing un- 


heard of in ſcripture) but alſo to weaken the hearts 
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and hands of the beſt miniſters in the pariſhes, hy 
deſpoiling them of their beſt hearers. 

2. That we provide no courſe for the gaining, 
and calling in of ignorant, and erroneous, and 
ſcandalous perſons, whom we refuſe to receive in- 
to our churches, . and ſo exclude from the whole- 
ſome remedy of church-diſcipline. _ | 

3. That in our way we ſow ſeeds of diviſion, 
and hindrance of edification in every family; 
whilſt admitting into our churches only volunta» 
ries, the huſband will be of one church, the wife 
of another; the parents of one church, the chil- 
dren of another; the maſter of one church, the 
ſervants of another. And ſo the parents and maſ- 
ters being of different churches fromtheir children 
and ſervants, they. cannot take a juſt account of 
their profiting by what they. hear; yea, by this 
means the huſband, parents and maſters. ſhall be 
chargeable to the maintenance of many other 
churches, and church officers,. beſides their own +. 
wich will prove a charge and burthen unſupport- 
able. e, os ee 

But for anſwer, as to the firſt; for gathering 
churches out of churches, we cannot ſay that it 1s . 
a thing unheard of in ſcripture. The firſt chriſtian. 
church was gathered out of the Jewiſh church, and 
out of many ſynagogues in that church, and con- 
ſiſted partly of the Galileans; who though they 
kept ſome communion in jome parts of publick 
worſhip with the temple, yet neither did they fre- 
quent the ſacrifices, nor repair to the ſanhedrim 
tor the determining of their church cauſes, but 
kept intire and conſtant communion with the 
apoſtles church in all the ordinances of the goſpel. 
And for the firſt chriſtian church of the Gentiles 
at Intioch, it appeareth to have been gathered and 


' conſtituted partly of the diſperſed 


ly and ſtraitly 
aboliſhed, than any members of ehriſtian pariſh 


church, as did lie 


brethren of the 
church at Jeruſalem (whereof ſome were men of 
Cypras and Cyrene) and partly of whe 8 | 
Gentiles. Acts. 11. 10, 27. | 

If it be 1aid, the firſt chriſtian church at 
 falem, and that at Antioch, were gatheted not out 
of any chriſtian church; but of the Jewiſtr temple 
and ſynagogues; which were ſhortly after to- be 
aboliſhed . and their gathering to Anrorh, wis 
upon occalion of diſperfion in time of perſecution, | 

We defire it may be conſidered, 1. Fhat che 
members of the Jewiſh chureh were more ſtrong- 
tied by expreſs holy covenant, to 
keep fellowſhip with the Jewiſh church tilEit was 


churches are wont to be tied to- keep fellowſhip 
with their pariſh: churches. The epiſcopal canons, 
which bind them to attend on their panſk church, 
it is hkely they are now aboltſhed with the ep 


pacy. he common law of the land is Kalbe 


(as we conceive) if they attend upon the worſhip” 


of God in any other axe though not withirr 
their own pariſn. But not like: ſuch covehant of 
God, nor any other religious tie Kethr upon them 


to attend the worſhip of God in thefr own pariſtr 
the Jews to attend upon 
the worſhip of God- in their 1 0 5 Jos. 
gogues. 1 
2. Though theJemifh temple church pepe 
was to be aboliſhed, yet that doth not make the 


dleſertion of it by the members to be lawful, till 


it was aboliſhed; Future abolition is no warrant 
for preſent deſertion, unleſs it be lawful, in ſome 
caſe, whilſt the church is yet in preſent fanding, 


to deſert it; to wit, either for avoiding preſent 


* or for hope of greater edification, and 


— 


- 
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fo for better ſatisfaction to conſcience in Aller, 
Future events, or foreſight of them do not diſſolve 
preſent relations, elſe wives, children, ſervants, - 
might deſert their huſbands, parents, maſters, 
when they be mortally ſick.” 

3. What the members of theJewiſh church did; 
in joining to the church at Antioch in time of | 
ſecution, it may well be conceived: the members 
of any chriſtian church may do the like for ſatiſ- 
faction of conſcience. Peace of conſcience is more 


deſirable than the peace of the outward man ; and 


freedom from ſcruples of conſcience is more com- 
fortable to a ſincere heart, chan WN from 
perſecution. 

If it be faid, thoſe members of the chriſtian 
church at Feruſalem that joined to the church ar 
Antiach, removed their habitations together with 
their relations; which if the brethren of the con- 
gregational way would do, it would much abate 


the grievance of their departure from their 
preſbyterial churches. 


We verily could wiſh them ſo to do, as well 
approving the like removal of habitation, in caſe 
of changing church relations (provided that it 
may be done without too much detriment to their 
outward eſtates) and we for our parts have done 
the ſame. But to put a neceſſity of removal of 
habitation in ſuch a caſe, it is to foment and 
cheriſh a corrupt principle of making civil co- 
habitation, if not a formal cauſe, yet at leaſt a 
proper adj unct of church-relation, which the 
truth of the goſpel doth not acknowledge. Now 
to foment an error to the prejudice vf. rhe truth 
of wires goſpel, is not to walk with a nght ace 
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according to = truth of the Solpcl as Paul 
judgeth, Gal. I. 

4. We do — think it meet or ſafe, for a 
member of a preſbyterial chureh forthwith to 
deſert his relation to his church, betake himſelf 
to the fellowſhip of a congregational church, 
though he may diſcern ſome defect in the eſtate 
or government of his own. For, 

1. Faithfulneſs of brotherly love in church» 
relation, requireth | that the members of the 
church ſhould firſt convince their brethren of their 
ſinful defects, and duly wait for their reformati- 
on, before they depart from them. For if we. 
muſt take fuch a courſe for the healing of a private 
brother, in a way of brotherly love, with much 
meekneſs and patience ; how much more ought 
we ſo to walk with like tenderneſs towards & 
whole church.” 

Again, 2. By the haſty departure of ſound 
members from a defective church, reformation . 
is not promoted, but many times retarded, and 


corruption increaſed. Whereas on the contrary, 


while ſincere members breathing after purity of 
reformation abide together, they may (by the 
bleſſing of God upon their faithful endeavors) 
prevail much with their elders aad neighbours 
towards a reformation, it may be ſo mnch as that 
their elders in their own church ſhall receive none 
to the ſeals but viſible ſaints ; and in the claſſis ſhall 
put forth no authoritative act (but conſultative 
only) touching the members of other churches, 
not touching their. own, but with, the conſent 
(ſilent conſent at leaſt) of their own church. 
Which two things, if they can obtain with any 
humble, meek, holy, faithful endeavors, we con- 


ceive they might (by the grace of Chriſt) find li- 
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berty of conſeience to continue their relation with 
their own preſbyterial church without ſcruple. 

5. But to add a word further, touching the ga- 
thering of churches out of churches : what if there 
were no example of ſuch a thing extant in the 
{ſcripture ? That which we are wont to anſwer the 
antipædo- baptiſts, may ſuffice here; It is enough, 
if any evidence thereof may be gathered from juſt 
conſequence of ſcripture-light. Dr. Ames his judg- 
ment concerning this caſe paſſeth- (for ought we 


know) without exception, which he gave in his 


fourth book of conſcience, in anſwer to two queſt; _. 
chap. 14. num. 16. If any (ſaid he) wronged with . 
unjuſt vexation, or providing for his own edifica« 
tion, or in teſtimony againſt ſin, depart from a 
church, where ſome evils are tolerated, and join, 
himſelf to, another more pure, yet without con- 

demning of the church he leaveth, he is not there- 
fore to be held as a ſchiſmatic, or as guilty of any 

other ſin. ins 2 

Where the tripartite disjunction which the ju- 
dicious doctor putteth, deelareth the lawfulneſs of 
the departure of a church- member from his church. 
when either through wearineſs of unjuſt vexation, 
or in way of proviſion for his own edification, or . 
in teſtimony againſt ſin, he joineth Himſelf to ano- 
ther congregation more-reformed ; any one of theſe 
he judgeth a lawful departure, tho all of them do. 
not corfcur together. Neither will ſuch a practice 
deſpoil the beſt miniſters of the pariſhes of their 
beſt hearers; For,, 

1. Sometimes the miniſters. themſelves are will- 
ing to join with other better ſort of hearers in this 
way of reformation, and then they and their hearers 
continue ſtill their church relation together; yea, 
and confirm. it, more ſtraitly and ſtrongly,, by an 


- —— — _ 


= * ” _ — 
— — —— — — 
* 
s * * 1 — 
CY 


3 : 


expreſs renewed covenant, tho' the miniſters may 
ſtill continue their wonted preaching to the whole 
ariſh. 
y 2. If the miniſters do diſhke the way of thoſe 
whom they otherwiſe count the members, and fo 
refuſe to join with them therein; yef if thoſe mem- 
bers can procure ſome other miniſters to join with 
them in their own way, and {till continue their 
dwelling together in the ſame town, they may ea- 
lily order the times of public aſſembly, as to at- 
tend conſtantly upon the miniſtry ot their former 


church; and either after or before the public aſ- 


ſembly of the pariſh, take an opportunity to ga- 
ther together for the adminiſtration of the ſacra- 
ments, and cenſures, and to get church-ordinances 
amongſt themſelves. The ti apoſtolic church 
aſſembled to hear the word with the Jewiſh church 
in the open courts of the temple, but afterwards 
gathered together for breaking of bread, and other 
acts of church order, from houſe to houſe. 

3. Suppoſe preſbyterial churches ſhould com- 
municate ſome of their belt gifted members to- 
wards the erecting of another church, it would not 
forthwith be their detriment, but may be their en- 
largement. It is the moſt noble and perfect work 
of a living creature (both in nature and grace) to 


propag ate and multiply his kind; and it is the 


honor of the faithful ſpouſe of Chriſt to ſet for- 


ward the work of Chriſt as well abroad as at* home. 


The church in Cans 8. 8. to help forward her 
little ſiſter church was willing to part with her. 
choice materials, even beams of cedar, and ſuch 
precious beg ſtones as were fit to build a ſilver 
palace. In the ſame book the church is ſometimes 
compared to a garden, ſometimes to an orchard, 
Cart. 4. 12, 13, No man planteth a garden or 


| LIE; > 
otchard, but ſeeketh to get the choiceſt herbs and 


plants of his neighbours, and they freely impart - 
them; nor do they count it a ſpoil to their garden 


and orchard, but rather a, glory. Nevertiſeleſs, 7 


we go not fo far, we neither ſeek nor aſk the choice 
members of the pariſhes, but accept them being 
offered. - _ | WIT 5 

If it be ſaid, They are not offered by the miniſ- 
ters, nor by the pariſh churches (who have moſt 
right in them) but only by themſelves, . | 

It may juſtly be demanded, what right or what 
power have either the miniſters or pariſh church 
over them? Not by ſolemn church- government, 


for that, tho? it be the firmeſt engagement is not 


owned, but rejected. If it be their joining with 


the pariſh in calling and election of a miniſter to 
ſuch a congregation at his firſt coming, there is 
indeed juſt. weight in ſuch an engagement; nor 
do we judge it ſafe for ſuch to remove from fuch 
a miniſter, unleſs it be upon ſuch grounds as may 
juſtly give him due ſatisfzE&tion. But if the union 
of ſuch members to a pariſh-church, and to the mi- 
nillry thereof, be only by co-habiration within. the 
precincts of the pariſh; that union, as it was found- 
ed upon human law, ſo by human law it may be 
caſily be releaſed. Or otherwiſe, if a man remove 
his habitation, he removeth alſo the bond of his. 


relation, and the ground of offence. - 


4. It need not be tear'd that all the beſt heare 
of the beſt miniſters, no, nor the moſt of them 
will depart from them upon point of church go- 
vernment. Thoſe who have found the preſence. 
and power of the ſpirit pf Chriſt breathing in their 
miniſters, either to their converſion or edification, 
will be ſlow to change ſuch a miniſtry of faith and 
holineſs, for the liberty of church-order, Upon 


* 
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- which ground, and ſundry other ſuch like, there 


be, doubtleſs, ſundry godly and judicious hearers 


In many pariſhes in England, that do and will re- 


fer their relation to their miniſters (though in 
2 preſbyterial way above the congregational- con- 
federation. 3 . ; 

5. But if all or the moſt part of the beſt hearers 


of the beſt miniſters of the pariſhes ſhould de- 


part from them, as preferring in their P gs 
ments the congregational way, yet in caſe the 


congregational way ſhould prove to be of Chriſt, 


it will never grieve the holy hearts of. godly 
miniſters, that their hearers ſhould follow Chriſt , 


yea many of themſelves (upon due deliberation). 
will be ready to go along with them. It never 


grieved nor troubled John Baptiſt that his diſci - 
ples departed from him to follow after Chriſt, 
FJobn 3. But if the congregational way ſhould, 
prove to be, not the inſtitution of Chriſt (as we 
take it) but the invention of men, then doubtleſs, 
the preſbyterial form (if it be of God) will ſwallow 
up the other, as Myſes s rod devoured the rods of 
the. Egytians, Nor will this put a neceſſity upon 
both the oppoſite parties. to ſhift for themſelves, 
and ſeek to ſuppllant one another, but only it will 
call upon them (Aletheuein En Agape) to ſeek and, 
follow the truth in love, to attend in faithfulneſs. 


each unto his own flock,and to adminiſter-to them, 


all the holy things of God, and their portion of 


food in due ſeaſon ; and as for others, quietly to. 


forbear them, and yet to inſtruct them with meek- 


neſs, that are contrary minded, leaving it to Chriſt 
(in the uſe of all good means) to reveal his own, 


truth in his own time, and mean while endeavour- 
ing to keep the unity of the ſpirit in the bond of 


peace, Phil, 3. 15. 16, Eph. 4. 3. 


o 


To the 24 exception, that we take rid courſt 
for the gaining, and healing, and calling in of 
tynorant and erroneous perſons, whom we refuſe 
to receive into our churches, and fo exclude 
them from the remedy of church-diſcipline. 

We conceive: the receiving of them into our 
churches, would rather loſe and corrupt our 
churches, . than gain and heal them. A little 
leaven laid in a lump of dough, will foones 
leaven the whole lump, than the whole lump will 
ſweeten it. We find it therefofe ſafer to iquare 


rough and unhewn ſtones before they be laid in- 


to the building, rather than to hammer and hew 
them when they he unevenly in the building. 
And accordingly two means we uſe to gain and 
call in ſuch as are ignorant and ſcandalous. 

1. The pnblic miniſtry of the word, upon which 


they are invited by counſel, and required by: 


wholeſome laws. And the word it is, which is 
the power of God to ſalvation, to the calling and 
winning of ſouls. | 131 

2. Private conference, and conviction by the 
elders, and other able brethren of the church, 


whom they do the more reſpectively hearken unto, 
when they ſee no hope of enjoying church-fellow-, 
ſhip, or participation in the ſacraments for them- 


ſelves or their children, till they approve their 


judgments to be ſound and orthodox, and their - 


lives ſubdued to ſome hope of a godly converſati- 
on. What can claſſical diſcipline, or excommuni- 
cation it ſelt do more in this caſe. N 

The third exception wraps up in it a three fold 
domeſtical inconvenience, and cach of them meet 
to be eſchewed. 1. Diſ-union in families be- 
tween each relation. 2. Diſappointment of edifi- 


cation, for want of opportunity in the governors | 


T 16 1 


of families to aka account of things. heard by 


their children and ſervants.” 3. Diſburſenients of 


chargeable maintenance to the ſeveral churches, 
whereunte the ſeveral al perſons of their families are 


Joined. 


All which inconveniencies either do not fall out 


in congregational churches,orare. eaſily redreſſed; 


for non: are orderly admitted into congregational | 
churches, but ſuch as are well approved by good 
teſtimony to be duly obſervant of tamily-relation: : 


or if any otherwiſe diſpoſed ſhould creep in, they 


are either orderly healed, or duly removed in a 
à way of Chri iſt. Nor are they admitted, unleſs 
they can give ſome good account of their profit- 
ing by ordinances, before the elders and brethren 
of the church, and much more to their parents and 
maſters. Godly tutors in the univerſity can take an 
account of their pupils; and godly houſholders in 
the city can take an account of their children and 
lervants, how they profit by the word they have 
heard in ſeveral churches, and that to the greater 
edification of the whole family, by the variety of 
ſuch adminiſtrations. Bees may bring more honey 


and wax into the hive, when they are not limited to 
one garden of flowers, but may fly abroad to many. 


Nor is any charge expected from wite, children 


or ſervants to the maintenance of congregational 
_ churches, further than they may be furniſhed with 


rſonal eſtates or livings, which may enable them 
to contribute of ſuch things as they have, and 
not of ſuch things as they have not. Got 
accepteth not robbery for a ſacrifice. And 
though a godly houſholder may juſtly rake him- 
ſelf bound i in conſcience to contribute to any ſuch 
church, whereto his wife; or children, or fervants 


do ſtand in relation, yet that will not aggravate 


of es in Ehbrch-goverhument, than are to be 
eicher in the _ cohgregational or preſbyterial way z 


for a deluge of anti-chriſtian, and profane 


ET 
the burthen of his ch no more than if ther 
were received cis geo the. ſame < 
to himfelf'is related. 

"Bit why do we ſtand chos long to plead exem 
tions from exception ? The Lord help all 8 82 


4 


ich whergs i 


ful ery (whether preſpyterial or congregatio- 


nal) to Ju > jud; and ſhame ourſelves before theLord, 
rformer-complianges to greater enormi- 


and then ſurely, either the Lord will clear up his 


don will 3 85 and ſo frame and ſubdue us all to 
one mind and one way, (Exel. 43, 10-1 1.) or elſe 


we ſhall learn to h one anothers Hurthens in a 
irit of meekne It will then doubtleks be _:3 
110 mus, ſoto teſt the diſcip line of Chriſt, as to de- 


teſt the diſciples 'of Ghrift : * to contend for the 


ſeamleſs coat of Chriſt, as tocrucify the living mem - 


bers of Chrift'; ſo to divide ourſelyes about Wh, 


comm union, as thre* breaches to open a wide gap 


nity to ſw: ow up both church and civil ſtate. 


"Ihe ſhall we Ny more? Is difference of church- 
order become the in· let of all the diſorders in the 


kingdom? Hath the Lord indeed left us to ſuch 
hardneſs of heart, that the church- government 
ſhall become a ſnare to Zion (as ſometimes Moſes 


was to Egypt, Exod.' 20. 5.): that we cannot leave 


conteſting and côntendin ug about it, till the king- 


dom be deſtroyed ? Did not the Lord Jeſus, when 


he del his ſufferings for his church, and his 
alſo unto his 3 ather, make it his earneſt and on} 
prayer for us in this world, that v we all might be one 


in him? Joh. 17. 20, 31, 22, 23. And is it poſ- 


Able chat he Them. the e card e W 
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malig: 
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— — nemme eto 
fo, 


gage both parties fairhfully 


1 10 


11. 42.) mould not have this 1 


moſt ſolemn "" 
ayer heard and granted? Or ft 


it be 811 
for all the ſaints elſewhere, and not for the ſai 
in England, ſo that amonglt them di 22 5 
row even about church union and communion 
7 it be poſſible for alittle faith (ſo much as a grain 
of muſtard-ſeed) to remove a mountain, is it 0 
mn ible for ſo much ſtreng oth of faith as it; 1s, K 
und in all the godly ng es, to remove thi 
images of Jealouſy, and to caſt oe | mhz f 
blocks out of the way, which: may Hinder e's 55 
paſſage of brotherly foie amongf bie 1 4 i 
true indeed, the national covenant doth jultly eb 


extirpation of the antichui ian 


Certainly, if congregàtional diſcipline be Ir It 
dent, from the 1 r. of men, is it not 15 a 
more independent from the deluſions of ſat n 

What Eft hathC Chriſt with beliel * 'Li 1285 


darkneſs? Tröck with error 7 The fai hful ; Jews. 
needed not the help of the Samaritans, ta.re-edify 
the temple of God; yea, they jetted! elr he 


when it was offered, Ezra. 4 1, 2, . And dif the; 
congregational way be a way of truth (as we be- 
lieve) and if the brethren that walk i in it be zealous. 
of the truth, and hate every falſe Way (as by the 
rule of their holy diſcipline, they, are; in uRed,,. 2 
Job. 10. 11.) then verily there is no branch in the 
national covenant, that engageth- the covenanters. 
to abhor either the congregationl 1 or 
their way: which being duly adminiſtred, do no 
leſs effectually extirpate the antichriſtian hierarchy, 
and all blaſphemies, hereſies, and pernicious errors 
than the other way of diſciple doth, whichis mori 
generally and publickly received and ratified. 
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t 9.1 
But the Lord Jefys commune with allour hearts 


in ſecret, wii 0640s who, is the king of his church, let 
him be pleaſed to exerciſe his Fs power in our 


ſpirits, that fo his Kingdom ma Aa into our 
Saane in Purity ang Peace. 
Hop or pz runder, = 
— * — — — bb — — 1 
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07 the FR of church government ; end that it : 
oue, immutable, and preſeribed i in the world. 


Celeſſtical polity, or church government of 
diſcipline, is nothing elſe but that form 

and order that is to be obBrved | in the church of 
Chriſt upon earth, both for the conſtitution of it, 
and all the adminiſtrations that therein are to be 
performed. Ezek. 43. 11. Col. 2. f. 1 Tim. 3.18. 
2. Church government is conſidered in a double 
reſpe&, either in regard of the parts of govern- 
ment themſelves, or neceſſary circumſtances there- 
of. The parts of government are preſcribed in 
the word, becauſe the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the King 
and lawgiver of his church, is no leſs faithful in 
the houſe of God than was Moſes, who from the 
Lord delivered a form and pattern of Goyern- 
ment to the children of Ifrael in the old Teſta- 
ment; and the holy ſcriptures are now alſo f5. 
perfect, as they are able to make the man of God 
perfect, and throughly furniſhed unto every good 


work; and therefore doubtleis to the well order 


ing of the poule of God. Heb. 3. 5, 6. Exod. 25. 
40. 2 Tim. 3. 16. 
3. The parts 2 church government, ate all of 


* 
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them exactly deſcribed in the word” of God; Ne S 


| | parts or means of inſtituted worſhip, accordin 

|| to the ſecond commandment and therefofe to con- 

tinue one and the ſame unto the appearing of our 

: Lord Jeſus Chrift, as a kingdom Na cannot be 

4 ſhaken, until he ſhall deliver it up unto God, 

even to the Father. So that it is not left in the 
power of men, officers, .churches, or any: ſtate in 

the world to add or diminiſh, or alter any thing 

in the leaſt meaſure therein. 1 Tim. 3. 15. 1 Chron. 

15. 13. Exod. 20. 4. 1 Tim. 6. 13, 16. Heb, 12, 


27, 28. 1. Cor. 15. 24. Deut. 12. 32. ö 
4. The neceſſary cirrumſtances, as time and 
place, c. belonging unto order and decency, are 
not ſo left unto men, as that under pretence of thead 
they may thruſt their own inventions vpon the 
churches, being circumſcribed in the word with 
many general limitations, were they are deter- 
mined in reſpect of the matter, to be neither wor- 
ſhip it ſelf, nor circumſtances ſeparable from wor- 
ſhip. In reſpect of their end, they muſt be done 
unto edification. In reſpe& of the manner, decent- 
ly and in order, according to the natufe of the 
things themſelves, and civil and church cuſtom. 
Dotb not even nature irielf teach you? Tea, 
they are in ſome ſort determined particularly, 
namely, that they be done in ſuch a manner, as all 
circumſtances conſidered, is moſt expedient fer 
edification : ſo, as if there be no error of man 
concerning their determination, the determining 
of them is to be accounted as if it were divine. 
Ezek. 43. 8. 1 Kings 12. 31, 32, 33. 2 . 
12. Exod. 20. 19. Jaa. 28. 13. Col. 1. 22, 43. 
Acls 15.28. Mat. 15.9. 1 Cer. 11. 28. 
8. 34. 1 Cor. 14. 26. and 14. 40. and 11. 14. 


16. and 14. 12. 19. AFs 15. 28. 6 
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death, unto. a ſtate: of 
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0 the nature of the catholic 3 in al, 
5 ſpecial of a particular wifible | TT oe and 


HE. catholic. church is the ieee 
thoſe that ate elected, redeemed; und in 
time effect ually called from the ſtate of ſin and 
grace and ſalvation in Jeſus 
Chriſt, Eph. 1. 22, 23. and g. 28, 26, 30. 
2. This church is either trium or mili- 
tant. Triumphant, the number of them who are 
glorified in heaven: Militant, the number of 
them who are conflicting with their enemies upon 
earth. Heb. 12, 23. Rom. 8. 19. 2 7. 2. 12. 
and 4. 8. Epb. 6. 12, 13. 

3. This militant church is to be conſidered as 
inviſible, and viſible, Inviſible, in reſpe& of 
2 relation wherein they ſtand to Chriſt, as a 

de Vene the head; being united unto. him by 
WV irit of God, and faith in their hearts. 
Viſible, in reſpect of the profeſſion of their faith, 
in their perſons. and in particular churches.” And 
ſo there may be acknowledged an univerſal viſible 
church. 2 Tim. 2. 19. Rev. 3. 17. 1 Cor. 6. 15. 
Eph. 3. 17. Row. 1. 8. e beh. Ja. 2. err 
1 Tim. 6. 12. 

4. The members of the viſible *. EP 
conſidered either as ngt. vet. in churc order,; or | 
walking according to the church order of the 2 
pel. In order, and fo beſides the ſpiritual union. 
and communion common to believers, . they enjoy, - 
moreover an union and communion. ecclefiaſtical-' 


— 4 


political. So we deny an univerſal viſible church. 


A 19. 1. Col. 2. 5. Met. 18 17. 1 Cor. Sz. 12. 


E 22 
The ſtate of the members of the militant 
at church walking in order, was either before 
the law, œconomical, that is in families; or 


under the law national; or ſince the coming of 
Chriſt, only congregational. (The term indepen - 
dent we approve not.) Therefore Acer national, 
provincical nor claſſical. Gex. 18. 19. Exod. 19. 65 
: «GA 1onal church is by 

tion of Chriſt a part of the militant viſible church. 
confiſting of a company of ſaints by calling, uni-. 
ted into one body by an holy covenant, for the 
public worſhip of God, and the mutual edifica- 
tion one of another, in the tcllowſhip of the Lord 
Jeſus. 1 Cor. 14. 23, 36. and x. 2. and 12. 27. 
Exod. 19. 5. 6. Deut. 29. 1. an Err 
42. 1 Cor. 14. 26. 


E 33 ” 14 * — ' 


CHAP. III. 


Of the matter of the vifible church, both in ropes 
of quality and quantity. 


HE matter of a viſible church are ſaints 7 


calling. 1 Cor. 1. 2. Epb. 1. 1. 
2. By ſaints, we underſtand, 1. Such as have 


not only attained the knowledge of the principles 


of religion, and are free from groſs and open 
ſcandals, but alſo do together with the profeſſion 
of their faith and repentance, walk in 


(though perhaps ſome or more' of them be un- 
ſound and hypocrites inwardly) becauſe'the mem. 


bers of ſuch particular churches are Frey Gr by 


OY Ghoſt call'd, Kin and faithful b 


the inſlifu- 


ameleſs 
obedience to the word, ſo that in charitable dif. 
cretion they may be accounted ſaints by calling, 
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conſtitu ted, may in time ne fte; And! 


r 
N and hunden churches have been 7 


or recetying and ſufferiug ſuch perſons to wth 


tinue in Faltowthitþ ation git them; as have been 
offenſive and f nel "the name of God alſo 


by this means! Dlaſphemed, and the holy things 

of God defile profaned, the Hearts of the 
geg“ urea ati the wicked ' themſelves hard. 
nel and he 7 5 n forward to damnation. oo 
0 Jo Vers. er the ſarifty 

| og the whole lug 

. ls N fel h be al bi 

1 1 Cor. 1. 5 Ro: im. 6.49, r. Cor. LY 5 


Col 1. 2. 1 1 Gor. f. 12, 1 
Bhs: 14, 15, 20. 4: 7> 9, and 23. 4 
39: Ny 79-46, Hag. 2. 14. 1 Cor. 1 
27. 29. Piel. 3 21. 1 Coy: e 2 Cor. . 1. 

3. The Waun of core thoiigh orderl 


corrupt and ſcandalops, whie "though they 7 ough 
not to be tolerated in the church, yet hai Co: 
finuance bg oof throtig tt the — — df the e 
ecution of . diſcipline _ juſt cenſur 
immediate ly diffolye the + Miki ' of 7 «Sc, * 
appears. in Rhe church of an and the church 
of Galatia and. Corinth, ;Perga Hits and Thyatira.. 


- 
ro 


Ter. . 43.83 CH 2. Jer. 2. 4. Gal.” 5. 
4. 2 Cor. 12. 21. Rev: 2. 14, 8 21. 
4. The, matter of tl | 1 wrch in reſpect 


uantity, ought not to be of Elester 75 55 
than may a inarily meet together ' conveniently 
in once place; nor ! ordidartly” fewer, than may 
conveniently carry on church-work. Hence when 
the holy ſcripture makes mention of the ſaints 
co into a church eſtate, i in a town or ci 
where "was but one congregation, it uſually ca „ 
leth thoſe ſaints (the as in the Brgulat aw. 


ber ; as, the church. of the Tbeſſalonians; The. 
church e of Smyrua,. Philadelphig, 275 like: 


ten of og of tho 15 
they were aſſem ble mr fates 
| in in one We 1 the churc 12755 
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when it ſpeaketh of the ſaints 15 a nation or p fig. 

vince, iy, there were ſundry 82 

it feequentiy and uſually 2 10 

name of churches, in the as the 

churches of Ale, Galatia, e 404 1 

like; which is further confirmed by What f is * 
ee 1 par 12 0 75 . 


Church at Antioch, th e the church at 20 4 \ ani 
Cenchrea, though it were more near to Corinth, I 
being the port thereof, and anſwerable to a 
wks ng à dictiné 1 98 tion. from 
Corinth, it jd a, church of its g. well 38 
Ore, bad. iT Cor. 14. 21, Mat. 18. 17. Ram. 

16. 1 T5. 1. 1. Rev. 2. 8. and 3. 2. 1 
Cor. 155 1, 19. Gal, 1. 2. 2 Cor. 8. 1. 1 Th. 
2. 14. Ads 2. 46. and 5, 12. and 6. 2. and 14; 
27. and 15. 38. 1. 5. +, and 14. 23. Kon. 


16. I... 
Not can it With . be thoug ht but thit 


every church appointed and 1 gy by Chriſt, 


Had a miniſtry ordained and a rotated for 
ſame ; and yet plain it is, that thats were no 
nary officers appointed by Chriſt for any other 
than "congregational churches ;' elders being 
poigee?, to feed, nat all flocks, but the particuſar 


ack of God, over which the Ho Ghoſt Had 
made them over-ſeers, and that floc they muſt 


attend, even' the whole lack ; and one con- 


gregation being as much as any 3 elder 
can attend, therefore thiete is no ter church 
than à congregation, Which may Fa W 
in Ine Pace, A 20. 28. f „ | 
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99 H A p. IV. 
Of the form of a wel. church, and of dur. 


covenant. 


Aints by wag muſt have a viſible political. 
union among healelves, or elſe they are not 
yeat a particular church, as thoſe ſimiſitudes hold 
— which the ſcripture makes uſe of to ſhew the 
nature of particular churches, as a body, a build- 
ing, houſe, hands, eyes, feet, and other members 
muſt be united, or elſe (remaining ſeparate) are 
not a body. Stone, timber, the uared, hewn and 
poliſhed, are not a houſe, until they are compacted 
and united; ſo ſaints or believers in judgment of 
charity, are nt a church, unleſs orderly knit to- 
gether, 1 Cor. 12. 27. 1 Tim. 3.15. Eph. 2. 22. 
I Cor. 12. 15, 16, 17. Rev. 1. 
2. Particular churches cannot be diſtinguiſhed 
one from another, but by their forms: Eqbeſus is 
not Smyrna, nor Pergamus Thyatira, but each one 
a diſtinct ſociety of it. ſelf, having officers of their 
own,which had not the charge of others; virtues of 
their own, for which others are not praiſed ; corrup- 
tions of their own, for which others are not blamed. 
3. This form is a viſible covenant, agreement 
or conſent, whereby they give up themſelves unto 
the Lord, to the obſerving of the ordinances of 
Chriſt together in the ſame ſociety, which is uſual- 
ly called the church covenant : For we ſee nor 
otherwiſe how members can have church power 
one over another mutually. The comparing of 
each particular church tg a city, and unto a ſpouſe, 
ſeemigth io conclude not only a form, but that form 
is by way of covenant._ _The covenant, as it t Was 


: Sap Y 


chat which made the family of Abraham, and chil. 


dren of Jrael to be a church and people unto God, 
ſo it is that which now makes the ſeveral ſocieties 
of Gentile believers to be churches in theſe days, 
Exod, 19. 5, 8. Deut. 29. 12, 13. Zecb. 11. 14. 


and 9. 11. Eph. 2. 19. 2 Cor. 11. 2. Gen. 17. 7. 

- Deui. 29. 12, 13. Epb. 2. 12, 18. . 

4. This voluntary agreement, conſent or cove- 
nant, (for all thele are taken here for the ſame) 


altho' the more expreſs and plain it is, the more 


fully it puts us in mind of our mutual duty, and 


ſtirreth us up to it, and leaveth leſs. room for the 


Die truth of the church eſtate of a 


company of profeſſors, and the truth of member- 


ſhip of particular perſons; yet we conceive the 


ſubſtance of it is kept, where there is a real agree- 
ment and conſent of a company of faithful perſons 
to meet conſtantly together in one congregation, 


for the public worſhip of God, and their mutual 


edification ; which real agreement and conſent they 
do expreſs by their conſtant practice in coming 


together for the public worſhip of GOD, and by 
their religious ſubjection to the ordinances of God 
there; the rather if we conſider how ſcripture- 

covenants have been entred into not only expreſly 
by word of mouth, but by ſacrifice, by hand-writing 


and ſeal, and alſo ſometimes by ſilent conſent, 


- without any writing or expreſſion of words at all. 


Excd. 19. 5. and 20. 8 and 24. 3. 17. Joſh. 24. 
18 to 24. Pal. 50. 5. Neh. 9. 3, 8, and 10. 
Gen, 1; 17. Deut. 29. 


* 


5. This form being by mutual covenant, it 5 
followeth, it is not faith in the heart, nor the 


profeſſion of that faith, nor co-habitation, nor 


baptiſm. 1. Not faith in the heart, becauſe that 
is inviſible, 2. Not a bare profeſſion, becauſe 
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E 
that detlareth them no more to be members of 
one church than another. 3. Not co-habitation; 


atheiſts or infidels may dwell together with belie- 


vers. 4. Not baptiſm, becauſe it pre-ſuppoſeth a 


church eſtate, as circumciſion - in the old 'teſta< © . 


ment, which gave no being to the church, the 
church being before it, and in the wilderneſs 
without it. Seals pre-ſuppoſe a covenant already _ 
in being. One — is a compleat ſubject ot bap- 
tiſm, but one perſon is uncapable of being achurch. 


6. All believers ought, as God giveth them 
opportunity thereunto, to endeavour to join them- 
ſelves unto a particular church, and that in te- 
ſpe& of the honor of JeſusChriſt, in his example 
and inſtitution, by the profeſſed acknowledgment 
of, and ſubjection unto the order and ordi- 
nances of the goſpel; as allo. in reſpect 
of their good of «communion, founded upon 
their viſible union, and contained in the promiſes 
of Chriſt's ſpecial preſence in the church; whence 
they have fellowſhip with him, and in him one 
with ano ther; alſo, for the keeping of them in 
the way of God's commandments, and recover- 
ing of them in caſe of wandring (which all: Chriſt's 
ſheep are ſubje& to in this life) being unable to 
return of themſelves ; together with the benefit 
of their mutual edification, . and of their poſterity, 
that they may not be cut off from the privileges 
of the covenant. Otherwiſe, if a believer offends, 
he remains deſtitute of the remedy provided in 
that behalf. And ſhould all behevers neglect 
this duty of joining to all particular congregati - 
ons, it might follow thereupon, that Chriſt ſhould 
have no viſible political churches upon eartt- 
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Ads 2.24, and 9. 26. Mat. 3. 13, 14, 15, and 
28, 29, 30. P/al. 123. 2, 3. and 87. 7. Mat. 18. 


20. I Jobn 1. 3. Pſal. 119. 176. 1 Pet. 2. 25: 
* 16. Job. 22. 24, 25. Mat. 18. 15, 16. 17. 
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CHA F. V. 


| Of the l ſubjef F church power, or, to whom 
| church power doth firſt belong. 


| | \H E firſt ſubject of church power, is either 
1 ſupreme or ſubordinate and miniſterial: 
| Phe ſupreme (by way of gift from the Father) 
ö is the Lord Jeſus Chriſt: The miniſterial is ei- 
is ther extraordinary as the apoſtles, prophets and 
| evangeliſts; or ordinary, as every particular 
if congregational church. Mat. 18. 18. Rev. 3, 7. 
[ll Jaſ. 9. 6. Fohn 20. 21. 23. 1 Cor. 14. 32. Tit. 1. 
| | 5. 1 Cor. 5. 12. 
il 2. Ordinary church-power, 1s either the power 
＋ of office, that is, ſuch as is proper to the elderſhip, 
| or power of privilege, ſuch as belongs to the bro- 
| therhood. The latter is in the brethren formally, 
and immediately from Chriſt, that is, ſo as it may 
be acted or exerciſed immediately by themſelves ; 
the former is not in them formally or immediately, 
and therefore cannot be acted or exerciſed imme- 
diately by them, but is ſaid to be in them, ia 
| that they deſign the perſons unto office, who on- 
I are to act, or to exerciſe this power. Rom. 12. 
ö 4. 8. eis 1. 2. 3. and 6. 3. 4. and 14. 23, 1 


Cor. 10. 29. 30. 
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and teachers. 
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Church being a company of people combi- 

ned together by covenant, for the worſhip 

of God, it appeareth thereby, there may be the 
ſence and being, of a church without any officers, 
ſeeing there is both the form and matter of a 
church; which is implied when it is ſaid, The 
apoſtles ordained elders in every church, As 14.23. 
2. Neverthelels, though officers be not abſolute. 

ly neceſſary to the ſimple being of churches, when 
they be called, yet ordinarily to their calling they 
are, and to their well-being ; and therefore the 
Lord Jeſus, out of his tender compaſſion, hath ap- 
pointed and ordained officers, which he would not 


have done, if they had not been uſeful and need- 


ful for the church; yea, being aſcended into hea- 
ven, he received gifts for men, and gave gif ts to 
men, whereof officers for the church are juſtly ac- - 
counted no ſmall parts, they being to continueto 
the end of the world, and for the perfe&ing of all 
the ſaints. Rom. 10. 17. Jer. 3. 15. 1 Cor. 12. 
28. Eph. 4. 11. P/al. 68. 18. Epb. 4. 8, 11. and 
x 12, 13. 3 N 0 : — 2 2 ' 

3. Theſe officers were either extraordinary or 
ordinary : Extraordinary, as apoſtles, prophets, 
evangeliſts ; Ordinary, as elders and deacons. 
The apoſtles, prophets and evangelifts as they 
were called extraordinarily byChriſt, ſo their office 


ended with themſelves. Whence it is that Paul 


directing Timothy how to carry along church-ad- 
miniſtrations, giveth no direction about the choice 


- 
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'& courſe of apoſtles, prophets or evangeliſts, but 
only of elders and deacons ; and when Paul was 
to take his laſt leave of the church of Epheſus, he 
committed the care'of feeding the church to no 
other but unto the elders of that church. The 
like charge doth Peter commit to the elders, 1 Cor. 
12. 18. Epb. 4. 11. Ad, 8. 6, 16, 19. and 11. 
28. Rom. 11. 13. 1 Cor. 4. 9. 1 Tim. 3. 1, 2, 8 to 
13. Tit. 1. 8: As 20. 17,28. 1 Pet. 5. 1, 2, 4. 
4. Of elders (who are alſo in ſcripture called 
biſhops) ſome attend cheifly to the miniſtry of the 
word, as the paſtors and teachers; others attend 
eſpecially unto rule, who are therefore called ru- 
ling elders. 1 Tim. 2. 3. Phil. 1. 1. As 20. 17, 
28. 1 Tim. 5. 7. | | oh 
5. The office of paſtor and teacher, appears to 
be diſtinct. The paſtors ſpecial work is, to attend 
to exhortation,and therein to adminiſter a word of 
wiſdom : The teacher is to attend to doctrine, and 
therein to adminiſter a word of knowledge: And 
either of them to adminiſter the ſeals of that cove- 
nant, unte the diſpenſation whereof they are alike 
called; as alſo to exegute the cenſures, being but 
a a kind of application of the word: The preaching 
of which, together with the application thereof, 
they are alike charged withal. Eph. 4. 11. Rom. 
12. 7. 8. 1 Cor. 12. 8. 2 Tim. 4. 1, 2. Titus 


x 
4 And foraſmuch as both paſtors and teachers 
are given by Chriſt for the perfeQing of the ſaints, 
and edifying of his body ; which ſaints and body 
of Chriſt is his church : And therefore we account 
paſtors and teachers to be both of them church 
officers, and not the paſtor for the church, and the 
teacher only for the ſchools : Tho” this we gladly 
acknowledge, that ſchools are both lawful, pro- 
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fitable and a for the training up of ſuch i 

good literature or learning, as may afterwards be 
called forth unto - office 0 paſtor or teacher in the 
church, Epb. 4 11, 12. and 1. 22, 23. 1Same 
10. 12, 19, 20. 2 le 2. 3. 1g. 
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c HA P. VII. 
Of ruling elders- and deacone. 


\HE ruling elders office is diſtin fromthe P'S 

ficeof-paſtor and teacher. The ruling elders 
are not ſo called, to exclude the paſtors and 
teachers from ruling, becauſe ruling and govern- 
ing is common to. eſe with the other, whereas 
attending to teach and preach the word is peculiar 
unto the for mer. Rom. 12. 7, 8, 9. 1 Tim. 5. 17. 
1 Cor. 12. 28. Heb, g. 17. 1 Tim. 5. 17. 

2. The ruling elders work is to join with the 
paſtor and teacher in thoſe acts of ſpiritual rule, . 
which are diſtinct from the miniſtry of the word 
and ſacraments committed to them. Of whinh 
ſort theſe be as followeth :.' 1x. To open and nt 
the doots of God's. houſe, by the admiſſion of 
members approved by the church ; by ordination 
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of office rs choſen by the church, and by excom- 


munication of notorious and. obſtinate offenders 


renounced by the church, and by reſtoring of pe- 


nitents forgiven by the church. 2. Fo call the 
church together when there is occaſion, and ſea- 


ſonably to diſmiſs them . again. 3. To prepare 
matters in private, that in public they may be 
carried to an end with leſs trouble, and more 
{peedy. dip diſpatch. '4. To moderate the carriage of 


| matters in the church alkmbled ; 3 as, dg pro- 


1 * 1 


md matters to the church, to order tho ſeaſon of | 


ech and filence, and to pronounce ſentence ac+ 
cording to the mind of Chriſt, with the conſent 
of the church. 5. To be guides and leaders tg 
the church, in all- matters whatſoever pertaining 


to church adminiſtrations and actions. 6. To ſee 
that none in the church live inordinately, out of 


rank and place, without a calling, or idly in their 


calling. 7. Jo prevent and heal ſuch offences 


in life or in doctrine, as might corrupt the church. 
8. To feed the flock of God with a word of ad- 
monition. 9. And as they ſhall be ſent for, to 
viſit and pray over the ſick brethren, 10. And at 
other times as opportunity ſhall ſerve thereuntsi 


1 Tim. 5. 17. 2 Chron. 23. 19. Rev. 21. 21 1 


Tim. 4 14. Mat. 28. 17. 2. Cor. 2. 7. 8. Ad. 
21. 18, 22, 23. and 6. 2, 3. and 13. 15. 2 Cor. 
8. 49. Heb. 13. 7, 17. 2 The. 2. 10. 11, 12: 
Acts 20. 28, 32. 1 The. 5. 12. James 5. 144 


As 20. 20. | 


3. The office of a deacon is inſtituted in the 
church by the Lord Jeſus ; ſometimes they are 


called helps. The ſcripture telleth us how — 


ſhould be qualified, Grace, not double tongued, 


not given to much wine, not given to filthy lucre.“ 


They muſt firſt be proved, and then uſe the office 


of a deacon, being found blameleſs. The office 
and work of a deacon, is to receive the offerings of 


the church, gifts given to the church, and to keep 
the treaſury of the church, and therewith to ſerve 
the tables, which the church is to provide for; as 
the Lord's table, the table of the miniſters, and of 
fuch as are in neceſſity, to whom they are to diſtri- 
bute in ſtmplicny. A#s 6. 3. Phil. 1. 1. 1 Tim. 


3 8. 1 Cor. 12. 28. 1 Tim. 3. 8, 9. ARS 4. | 


35. and 6. 2, 3. Ram. 12.8. 
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4. The office thert fore being limited unto the 
care of the temporal good things of the church, it 
extends not to the attendance upon, and adminiſ- 
tration of the ſpiritual things thereof, as the word 
and ſacraments, or the like. 1 Cor. 7. 17. 
g. The ordinance of the apoſtle, and practice 
of the church, commends the Lord's day as a fit 
time for the Contribution of the ſaints. x Cor. - 
16. 1, 2, 3« | 4 I] 


6. The inſtituting of all theſe officers in the 
church, is the work of God himſelf, of the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, of the Holy Ghoſt ; and therefore 
ſuch officers as he hath nat appointed, are altoge- 


ther unlawful either to be placed in the church, 


or to be retained therein, and are to be looked at 


as human creatures, meer inventions and ap- 


pointments of man, to the great diſhonor of Chriſt 
Jeſus the Lord of his houſe, the King of his church, 
whether popes, patriarchs, cardinals, arch-biſhops, 
lord-biſhops, arch-deacons, officials, commiſſaries, 
and the like. [Theſe and the reſt of that hierarchy _ 
and retinue, not being plants of the Lord's plant- 
ing, ſhall all be certainly rooted out and caſt forth. 
1 Cor. 12. 28. Ephb.:4.8, 11. 44 20. 28. 
Mil $6 #%. i: bet. te. 


7. The Lord hath appointed ancient widows - 
(where they may be had) to miniſterinthechurch, 
in giving attendance to the fick, and to give ſue- 
cour unto them, and others in the like neceſſities. 


1 Tim. 5.. 9, 10. 
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Of the 2 of church H,. * OT 


\ 


| 
| O man may OE the hone of a. church offi 
| cer unto himſelf, but he that is called of 
Aa Heb. 5. 4. 

| 2, Calling unto office is either ihmediate, y 
| Chriſt himſelf, ſuch was the call of the 2 


and prophets, this manner of calling ended with 
them as hath been ſaid: or medfate, by, the 
church. Gal. 1. 1. At 14. 23. and 6. 3. 
3. It is meet that before any be ordained, or 
choſen officers, they ſhould be fi firſt tried and pro- 
- ved, becauſe hands are not ſuddenly to be laid 
| upon any, and both elders and deacons muſt be of 
| honeſt and good re 2575 1 Tim. 5. 22. and 7. 10. 
| Atts 16. 2. and . rehab oy 
\\if 4. The things in re 0 t are to 
be tried, are . pet virtues which the 
ſcripture requireth in men that are to be elected 
into ſuch places, viz. that elders muſt be blame- 
leſs, fober, apt to teach, and endued with ſuch o- 
ther qualifications as are laid down, 1 Tim.” 3. 2. 
Tit. 1. 6 to 9. Deacons to be fitted as is directed, i 
Ads 6. 3. 1. Tim. 3. 8 to 11. | | 
5. Officers are to be called. bx fuck churches 
whereunto they are to miniſter. Of ſuch moment 
is the preſervation of this power, that the churches 
exerciſed it in the preſence of the apoſtles. Au. | 
14. 23. and 1. 23. and 6. 3, 4, 3 


6. A church being free, cannot become utjek ; | t 
to any, but by a free election; yet when ſuch 4 i 
people do chuſe any to be over them in the Lord, e 


then do they become ſubject, and moſt villngly 7 


ſubmit to 
have ſo choſen, Gal, 5. 3. Heb, 13,17 


(> 851 3 
their miniſtry in the Lord, whom ther 


7. And if the church have N their 
od and miniſters, chen u Pe manifeſt un- 
worthineſs: and By ALS; they have power alſp 
to depoſt them: for, to open and ſhut, td chuſeang- 
refuſe, to conſtitute in office,..and remaye den 
128 are acts belonging to the ſame Power. Rom. 
n 

8. We; judge it much conducing to che well - 
being and communion of churches, that where it 


may conveniently be done, neighbour churches be 


adviſed withal, and cheir help be made uſe of in 
the trialof church-officers, i in orderto an. 


Cant: 8. 8, 9. 


9. The choice of ſuch church-officers belongeth 


not to the civil magiſtrates, as ſuch, or dioceſan-bi- - 
ſhops, or patrons ; for of theſe, ox any ſuch like, 


the ſcripture is wholly ſilent, as een * 
therein. | 
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CHA F., K. 
Of ordination, and impoſition of bands. 


G officers are not only to be clots by 
the church, but alſo to be ordained by im- 
politien of hands and prayer, with which at the or- 
dination of elders, faſting alſo is to- be Joyned, _ 
13. 3. and 14. 23. 1 Tim. 5: 22. 


2. This einde account nothing elle bot by 


the ſolemn putting a man into his place and office 
in the thechureh,whereunto he had de before by 
election; being like the ãnſtalling of 4 magiſtrate. 
jn the common wealth. Ordication therefore i 


* * 
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not to go before but to follow election © The t 
lence and ſubſtance of the outward calling of an 
ordinary officer in the church, doth not conſiſt in 
his ordination, but in his voluntary and free electi- 
on by the church, and his accepting of that eleCti- 
on; whereupon is founded that relation between 
paſtor and flock, between ſuch a miniſter and ſuch 
a people. Ordination doth not conſtitute an offi- 
cer, nor give him the eſſentials of his office. The 
apoſtles were elders without impoſition of hands 
by nien; Paul and Barnabas were officers before 
that impoſition of hands, Alis 13. 3. The pot- 
terity of Levi were prieits and levites, before hands 
„ were laid on them by the children of Iſrael, 
Numb. 8, 10. Ads 6. 3, 6. and 13. 2, 3. and 
23. 1 Tim. 4. 14. 17. . 2 
3. In ſuch churches where there are elders, im- 
poſition of hands in ordination, is tp be preform- 
ed by thoſe elders. © Se ets oh he 
4. In ſuch churches where there zre no elders, 
impoſition of hands may be proformed by ſome of 
the brethren orderly choſen by the church there- 
unto. For if the the people may elect officers, 
which is the greater, and wherein the ſub- 
ſtance of the office doth conſiſt, they may much 
more (occaſion and need ſo requiring) impole 
hands in ordination, which is leſs, and but the 
accompliſhment of the other. Numb. 8. 10. 
5. Nevertheleſs, in ſuch churches where there 
are no elders, and the church fo deſire, we ſee not 
b why impoſition of hands may not be preformed 
by the elders of other churches. - Ordinary officers 
Bll | laid hands upon the officers of many churches : 
| The preſbytery at Epheſus laid hands upon Tims- 
I | h, an evangeliſt 3 the preſpytery at Amioch laid 


truſt, and dependeth upon them. Nor can con- 
ſtant reſidence at one congregation be neceſſe 
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bande upon Paul and Barnabas, 1 Ti. 14. ar, 
1 9 Church bers are diger to one church; G3 
even that particular church” over which the Holy 
Ghoſt hath made them over-ſcers. Inſomuch as 
elders are commanded to feed, not all flocks, but 
that flock which is committed to their faith and 


for a miniſter, no, nor yet lawful,” if he be not a 
miniſter to one congregation only, but to the 


church univerſal; becauſe he may not attend one 


part only of the church to which he is a miniſter, 
but he is called to attend unto all the flock. 1 Pet. 
5. 2. 4, 20. 28: | 

7. He that is clearly looſed from his officers. 
lation unto that church whereof he was a miniſter, - 
cannot be looked at as an officer, nor perform 
any act of office in any other church, unleſs he be 
again orderly called uno office; which when it 


ſhall be, we know nothing to hinder, but impoſi- 


tion of hands alſo in his ordination ought to be 
uſed towards him again. For ſo Paut the apoſile 
received impoſition of hands twice at leaſt from 


aum, nes 9 175 and 19. 3. 


Of the power of the church, and its preſiytery. 


UPREAM and roy power -over all the 
churches upon the earth doth only belong un- 

to Jeſus Chriſt, who is king of the church, and 
the head thereof. He hath the government upon 
his ſhoulders, and hath all power given to him 
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both in beaven and earth. Fial. 26. Eph. . · ag. 
22. Iſa. 9. 6, Mat. 28. 18. 
2. A company of profeſſed believers . 
tically confederate, as t are a — fe before 
they have officers, and i them; ſoſexen in 
that eſtate, ſubordinate. church; power, under 
Chriſt, delegated to them by him, doth belong 
to them in ſuch a manner as is before expreſſed, 
Chap. 5. ſect. 2. and as flowing from the very 
nature and eſſence of a church: It being — 
to all bodies, and ſo unto a church body, to be 
Furniſhed with ſufficient power for its on preſer- 
vation and ſubſiſtence. Acts 1. 23. and 14. 23. 
and 6. 3, 4. Mat. 18. 17. 1 Cor. g. 4, 5. 
3. This government of the church is a mixt 
government, (and ſo hath been acknowledged 
long before the term of independency was heard 
Na reſpect of Chriſt, the head and King of the 
church. Kar the ſovereign power reſiding, in him. 
and exerciſed by him, it js a monarchy 4 in re- 
ſpect of the « & or brotherhood of the church, 
and power from Chriſt granted unto them, it re- 
ſembles a democracy; in reſpec of the. preſbytery, 
and power committed unto them, it is an ariftay + 
cracy, Rev. 3. 7. 1 Cor 3. 12. 1 Tim 3, 27. 
4. The ſovereign gn which is peculiar unto 
Chriſt, is exerciſed. 1. In calling the church out 
of the world unto holy fellowſhip with himſelf. 
2. In inſtituting the ordinances of his worſhip, 
and. appointing his miniſters and officers forthe 
diſpencing of them. 3. In giving laws for the 
ordering af all our ways, and the ways e 
4 In grring power and life to all his inſtituti 
and to his people by them. 5. In protecting and 
delivering his church“ againſt and from all the 
dgnnemies of their peace. Gal. 1, 4. Rev. 5. 8.9 
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Mat. 2820; Eph. "4148, FE Junk; # 12: ff 
33- 22. 1 Tim. 3. 15. 2 uti "Of 4x 5. Ila. 820 — 
2.7 Luke 17. A 

3. The power granted vy Chrif -unto the body” 
of the ehlureh and brotherhood, is a prerogative  * 
or privilege which the church doth exerciſe. 11 
In chuſing their own officers, whether elders or 
deacons. 2. Im admiſhon of their on members, 
and therefore there is great reaſon they ſhould 
have Porn te remove any from their fellowſhip 
agam.. Henee! incaſe of offence any brother 
hath - te! convince and admoniſh ond 
offending brother; and in caſe of not hearing him 
to take one or two more to ſet on the ad munition; 
and in caſe of not — them, to proceed to 
tell the church; and as his offence may require- 
the Whole church hath power to coals 
cenſure of him, whether by admonition or exeom?”" 
munication ;- and upon his repentence, to reſtors 
him again unto hre tormer communion. Ads 3. 


iN 5. and 14. 23. and 9. 26 Mat, 18.155 . 
8. 17. Tit. 3. 10. Col. 4. 17. 2 Cori 8 „s 
7 6 In eaſe an elder offend incorti — 
— ter ſo requiring, as the chureh᷑ had per to ca 
h im to office; fo they have power according to vr 


der (the eouneil of other churches where it may 
be had, ditecting thereto) to remove him from 
his offiœe ; and being now but a member; in ca 
he add contumacy to his ſin, the church that hach 
power to feeceive him into their fellowſhip, hath 
alſo the ſame power to caſt him out; that the, 
have concerning any- other member; cal n 4 
Röm. T6. 17. Mat. 18. 177. 
7. Church government br rules is then: by⸗ 
Chriſt in the officers of the chureh Nhe are there 
fore called rulers, while they role with God; Fans 


LL 
in caſe of male 8 are ſubject 

the power of the church, as hach been ſaid beforg.. 
The Holy Ghoſt frequently, yea always, where it 
mentioned church rule, and church government, 
aſcribeth it to elders; whereas the work and duty 
of the people is expreſſed in the phraſe of obeying 
their elders, and ſubmitting themſelves unto them 
in the Lord. So as it is manifeſt, that an orga- 
nick or compleat church is a body politick, 
conſiſting of ſome that are governors, and ſome. 
that are governed in the Lord. 1 Tim. 5,. 17. 
Heb. 13. 17. 1 Theſſ. 5. 12. Rom. 12. 8. 1 
Cor. 12. 28, 29. Heb. 1g. 7, 17. 

8. The power which Chriſt has committed to 
the elders, is to feed and rule the church of God, 
and accordingly to call the church together upon 
any weighty occaſion z when the members, ſo cal- 
led, without a juſt cauſe, may not refuſe to come, 
nor when they are come, depart before they are 
diſmiſs d, not ſpeak in the church before they 
have leave from the elders; nor continue ſo do- 
ing when they require glence; ; nor may they op- 
poſe nor contradict the judgment or ſentence of the 
- elders, without ſufficient and weighty cauſe, be- 
cauſe ſuch practices are manifeſtly contrary unto 
order and government, and in- lets of diſturbances, 
and tend to confuſion. Acts 20. 28. and 6. 2. 
Numb. 16. 12. Ezek. 46. 10. Acts 13. 15. 
Hoſ. 4. 4. 

9. It belongs alſo unto the elders, to examine 
any officers or members before they be received 
of the church; to receive the accuſations brought 
to the church, and to prepare them for ths, F 
churches hearing. In hendling of offences, and 
other matters before the church, they have We 
to declare and publiſh * counſel and will T * | 
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novel) the ſame, and to mee ſentenre 
with conſent of the church. Laſtly, They have 


power, when they diſmiſs the people, to bleſs them 


in the name of the Lord, Rev. 2. 2% 1 Tim. 5. © 
19. Acts 21. 18,24, 23. 1 Cor. 5. 4, 5. 
Nee e ee 4 A 
10. This power of government in N ders 
doth not any wiſe prejudice the power of privilegs 
in the brotherhood ; as neither the power. of pri- 


vilege in the brethren doth prejudice the power 


of government in the elders, but they may ” ab Wn 
agree together; as we may ſee in the exam 3 
the apoſtles, furniſhed with the greateſt urch 
power, who took in the concurrence and conſent 
of the brethren in church adminiſtrations. Alſo 
that ſcripture, 2 Cor. 2. 9. and 10. 6. do declare, 
That what the churches are to act and do in cheſs | 
matters, they were to do in a way of obedience, 
and that not only to the direction of the apoſtles, 
but alſo of their ordinary elders. Acts 14. 15, 23. 
and 6. 2. 1Cor. Ge 4 2 Cor: 26. 7. Heb. 13.17. 


11. From the premiſes, namely, That the or- 
dinary power of government belonging only to 
the elders, power of privilege temaineth with the 


brotherhood (as the power of judgment in mat- 


ters of cenſure, and power of li in matters of 
liberty) ĩt followeth, that in an organick church 
uy L ht adminiſtration, all church- acts proceed 
e manner of a mixt SEEK oy ſo as 
no 2 act can be cooſummated or perfected 
without the en * deck. | 
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= Of the maintenance o church Mer. ws 8 


HE apoſtle coneludes, that neceſſary and . 
ficient maintenance is due unto the miniſters 

of the word, from the law of nature and nations, 
from the law of Moſes, the equity thereof, as alſo \ 
the rule of common reaſon. Moreover, the ſcri 
ture doth not only _ elders, tabourors and work- 
men, but alſo ſpeaking of them doth ſay, that the 
labourer is worthy Broß hire; and requires, that 
he which is tought 4 in the word ſhould communi- 
cate to him in all good things; and mentions it as 
an ordinance ot the Lord, that they which preach - 
the goſpel ſhould live of the goſpel; and forbid- 
deth the muzling the mouth of the ox that tread- 
eth out the corn, 1 Cor. 9. 14, 15. Mat. 9. 
38. and 10. 10. . 5. 18. Gal. 6. 6. rt 
Cor. 9. 9, 14. 
2. the N alledged, requiring this mains 
| tenance as a bounden duty, and due debt, and 
not as a matter of alms and free gift, therefore peo- 
ple are not at liberty to. do-or not to do, what and 
when they pleaſe in this matter, no more than in 
any other commanded duty, and ordinance of the 

] — but ought of duty to miniſter of their car- 
nal things, to them that ur among them in 
the word and doctrine, as well as they ought to 


pay any other workmen their wages, and to dil- 
charge and ſatisfy their other debts, or to ſubmie 
themſelves to obſerve any other ordinance of the 
eg Rom. 15.27. 1 Cor. 9. 21. 

1 le (Gal. 6. 6. ) ehjoining, that be 
"hich is taught communicate to him that teagherta 


* 


that teacheth in all 


- 


e 
in all good things, doth not leave it arbitrary, wake 


or bow much a man ſhall give, or in what propor» 


tion, but even the latter, as well as the former is 
preſcribed and appointed by the Lord, 1 Cor. 16. 2. 
4. Not:only members of churches, but all that 
are taught in the word, are to contribute unto him 
things. In caſe that con · 
gregations are ive in their eontributions, the | 
deacons are to call upon them to do their duty; if 
their call ſufficeth not, the church by her power is 


7 


do require it of their members; and. where church 


power, through the corruption of men, doth not 
or cannot attain the end, the magiſtrate is to ſee. 
that the miniſtry be duly provided for, as appears 
from the commended example of Nebemiab. The. 

mag] are nurſing-fathers, and nurfing-mas ' 
thers, and ſtand charged with the cuſtody of both 
tables; becauſe it is better io prevent a ſcandal 
that it may not come, and eaſier allo, than to re» 
move it when it is given. Its moſtſuitable to rule, 
that by the churches care each man ſhould know 
his proportion according to rule, what hE ſhould 
do, before he do it, that ſo his judgment and heart 


may be fatisfied in what he doth, and juſt offence 


prevented in what is done, As 6. 3, 4. Neb, 
13. 11. Ja. 49. 23. 2 Cor. 8. 13. 14. 
— — — — — — — — 
| * CHAP. XII. 

Of the admiſſion of members into the church,” 
1 doors of the churches of Chriſt upon 
1 earth do not by God's appointment ſtand fo. 


wide open, that all ſorts of people, good or bad, 
ny freely enter therein at their pleaſure, but ſuch 


1 


* [6:44 ] 


az are admitted thereto, as members, ought to be 
examined and tried firſt, whether they be fit and 
meet to be received, into church- ſociety wor not. 

The eunuch of Ehiopia, before his admiſſion was. 

examined by Philip, whether he did beheve on 
Jeſus Chriſt with all his heart. The angel of the 
church at Epbeſus is commended for trying ſuch 
as ſaid they were apoſtles, and were not. There 
is like reaſon· for trying of them that profeſs to 
be believers, The officers are charged with the 

- keeping of the doors of the church, and therefore 
are in a ſpecial manner to make tryal of the fit- 
neſs cf ſuch who enter. Twelve angels are ſer at 
= the gates of the temple, leſt ſuch as were ceremo- 
= mnilly unclean ſhould enter thereinto. 2 Chron. 
23. 19. Mat. 13. 25. and 22.12. Ads B. 37. 
Rev. 2. 2. Ads 9. 26. Rev.21. 12. 2Chro. 23.19. 
-2. The things which are requiſite to be found 
òiar in all church members, are repentance from fin, 
and faith in Jeſus Chriſt ; and there are the things 

whereof men are to be examined at their admiſſi- 
on into the church, and which then they muſt pro- 
feſs and hold forth in ſuch ſort, as may ſatisfy ra- 
i tional charity that the things are there indeed. 
"nl John Baptift admitted men to baptiſm confeſſing 
| and bewailing their fins ; and of others it is ſaid; 

That they came, and confeſſed and ſhewed, theig 
| deeds, As 2. 38 to 42. and 8. 37. Mat. 3. 6. 

Ads 1. 9, 18. 45 | 
9.5 | * 

3. The weakeſt meaſure of faith is to be accep- 
ted in thoſe that deſire to be admitted into the 
church, becauſe weak chriſtians, if ſincere have 
the ſubitance of that faith, repentance and -hAli 
neſs which is required in church-members ; and 
ſuch have moſt need of the ordinances for their 
confirmation and growth in grace. The Lord Je- 
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_ ſis would not quench the ſmoak ing dar not break 
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as 


the bruiſed reed, but gather the tender lambs in 
his arms, and carry them gently in his "boſom. 
Such charity and tenderneſs is to he uſed, d the 
weakeſt chtiſtian, if ſincere, may not be luded 
nor diſc d. Severity of eramination is 10 


be avoided, Rom. 14. 1. Mat. 12. 20. 1/4; 40. 1 


4. In caſe any through exceſſive fear, or other 
in firmity, be unable to make their perſonal xe lati- 
on of their ſpiritual eſtate in public, it is ſuſficient 
that the elders having received private ſerisfaction; . 
make: relation thereof in public before the church. 
they teſtifying their aſſents thereunto z this being 
the way that tendeth moſt to edification. Bus 
where perſons are of greater abilities, there it is 
moſt expeuient that they nuke their relations and 
confeſſions perſonally with their -own mouth, as 
David profeſſeth of himſelf, Fhſal. 66. 16. 

5. A perſonal and public confeſſion, and declar- 


ing of God's manner of working upon the ſoul. is 


both lawful, expedient and uſeful, in ſundry re- 
ſpects, and upon tundry, nds. Thoſe three 
thouſand, As 2. 37, A1. before they were admit. 
ted by the apoſtles, did manifeſt that they wers 
pricked in the heart at Peter's ſermon, together 
with earneſt deſire to be delivered from their ling, 
which now wouaded. their conſciences, and their 
ready receiving of the word of ptomiſe and &x+ 
hortation. We are to be ready to render a rea- 
ſon of the hope that is in us, to every one that 


 aſketh us; therefore we maſt be able and ready 


upon any occaſion to declare and ſhew our repen- 
tence for ſin, faith unfeigned, and effectual caJl- 
ing, becauſe theſe are the reaſons of a well ground» 


ed hope. I have not hidden my righreoumnei 


* 
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ä 


8. 15. Heb. 11. 1. Eph. 1. 18. 


6. This profeſſion of faith and repentence, a 


ſuch at their admiſſion, that 


it muſt be made by 


were never in church ſociety before; ſo nothing 

hindereth, but the ſame way alſo be performed by 
doch as have formerly been members of ſome o- 
ther church, and the church to which they now 


Join themſelves as members may lawfully require 


the lame. Thoſe three thouſand, As 2, which 


would hereby be infringed in that they might not 


— 


made their confeſſion, were members of the church 


of the Jeus before, ſo were they that were baptiſed 
by John. Churches may err in their admiſſion; 
and perſons regularly admitted may fall into of- 


fence. Otherwiſe if churches might obtrude their 
members, or if church members, might obtrude- - 
themſelves upon other churches without due trial, 


the matter ſo requiring, both the liberty of churches 


examine thoſe, concerning whoſe fitneſs for com- 


munion they were unſatisfied ; and beſides, the in- 
fringing of their liberty, the churches themſelves © 
would unavoidably be corrupted, and the ordinan- 


ces defiled, whilſt they might not refuſe, but muſt 

receive the unworthy ; which is concrary unto the 
ſcripture; teaching that all churches are 1 
therefore — Mat. 3. 1, 6. Gal. 2. 4 1 
Tim. 5. 24. Cant. 8. 8. | 


7. The like tryal is to be required from fach? 


members of the church as were born in the ſame, 
or received their memberſhip and were baptiſed 
in their infancy, or minority, by virtue of the 
covenant of their parents, when being grown up 
unto: years of 7 ſhall deſire to be made 
partakers of the Lord's ſupper; unto which, Be. 


dauſe holy * muſt not be given to the un- 


from the great congregation, Pal. 4 40. 10. 1 Pats 
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upon them, viz. baptiſm; and ſo if not 


8 6s 25 ny 
worthy, therefore it is requiſite, that the theſe as 
well as others, ſhould co me to their tryal and ex- 


amination, and manifeſt their faith and repentance 
by an open profeſſion thereof, before they are re- 


ceived to the Lord's ſupper, and other wiſe not to 
be adinitted thereunto- 
bers that were ſo born, or received in their child- 
hood, before they are capable of being made par- 


takers of full communion, have many privileges 


which others (not church members) have not; they 
are in covenant with God, have the ſeal thereof 


rated, yet arc in a — N Y of attaining 
regenerating grace, and all the ſpiritual bleſſings 
both of the covenant and ſeal : they are alſo under 


church- watch, and conſequently ſubject to the re- 


prehenſions, admonitions, cenſures thereof, 


for their healing and amendment, as need ſhall 


require, Mat. 7. 6. 1 Cor, 11. 272. 
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another, and of recommendation and diſmiſſion. 


HURCH members may not remove or de- 

part from the. church, and ſo one from a- 
nother as they pleaſe, nos without . weighty 
cauſe, but ought to live and.dwell. together, for- 
aſmuch as they are commanded not to-forſake- the 


tends to the diſſolution and rin of the body, as 
the pulling of ſtones and pieces of timber from 


ne- 


7 church members their removal from one church to 


aſſembling themſelves together, Such departure 


the building, and o members from the natur 


et theſe church mem 


. E 4 1 
'be-ly, tends to the deſtrution of the whole. Heli | 
40. 25. 4 * 
2. It is Abarſben che duty of eee 
in ſuch times and places where counſel may be had; 
to conſult with the church whereof they were 
members about their removal, that accordingly - 
they having their approbation, may be encouraged 
or otherwite deſiſt, They who are joined with - 
eonfent, ſhould not depart without conſent, wo 

forced thereunto. Prov. 11. 36. 

3. If a member's departure be manifeſtly ——_ 
fafe and ſinful, the church may not conſent —_ 
unto; for in fo doing, t ſhould not act in 
and ſhould partake with him in his ſin. If the 
cafe be doubtful, and the perſon not to be perſwa · 
ded, it ſeemeth beſt to leave the matter unto God, 
and not feteibly detain him, Rom. 14.23. 1 Tm. 
| 5. 22. Ad 21. 14. | | 
15 4. Juſt reaſons. for a members removal of © 

ſeit from the church, are, 1. If a man cannot con- 
| | | _ tinue without parking in fin. 2. In caſe of per- 
[| 


fonal perſecution /; To Paul. depatted from the dif- 
fps ai at Damaſcus. Alſo in welle of general per- 
ſeeution, when all are ſcattered. 3. In calc of teal; 
and. not only pre m—_ want of competent ſubſiſ· 
18 tance, a —1＋ being opened for be tter ſupply in 
Il | another place, to r means of * 
—— In theſe or like caſes, a member m 
lawfully remove, and the church, cannot lawfully 
detain him. Eph. 5. 1 1. Hils g. 25 19+ 400008 
8. 1. Neb.1143,.20, ; 
5. To ſeperate from a church, either bur c 
e of their holy felloſnip, or out of covey 
touſneſs, or for. greater enlargements, with j uit: 
grief to che church; ar out of tchilm, or brood ee 
Nee, d out of a ſpirit of contention, in _ 


/ 
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1 ſome evil only a 


or indeed in the church, which might and ſhould 
be tolerated and held with a ſpirit of meekneſs, 
and of which evil the church is 7 5 convinced 
(rho? perhaps himſelf be) nor admoniſhed; for 
theſe or the like reaſons to withdraw from public 
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church in Jn aides where they do inhabit, if it may 
be ; otherwiſe, they can neither perform the du- 
ties, nor receive the privileges of members. 
Such an example 
rupt others, which if man 
threaten the diſſolution and confuſian of churches, 


contrary to the cipture. Ia. 56. 8. 41 9. 26. 


1 Cor. 14. 33. 
7. Order requires that a minber thus remov- 


ing, have letters teſtimonial, and of diſmiſſion 
from the church whereof he yet is, unro the church 
whereunto he deſireth to be 3 ' eſt the 
church ſhould be deluded ; err 4 
receive him in faith, und not be corrupted 
ceiving deceivers, and falſe brethren, unti I 
prog diſmiſſed be reccived ini another church, 

ceaſeth not by his or diſmiſfion to bea 
pale gl church - whertof he was, the 
church cannot make a member no member, but 
by excommunicagion, As 18. 27. 

8. Ha member be called to remaye only for a 
ang. 3 letters of recommendati- 


„ and ſufficient for communion | 
fo at Gun hin te OB. | ae] 


2 to join themſelves unto the 


in ſome, is apt to cor- 
ſhould follow, would 
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watch; 48 Phebe, a"feryant of the church & 
Cenchrea, had letters written for her to the Mu | 


at Rome, that ſhe-might be received as becom 
anne 
9. Such letters of recommendation and diſmiſ- 
fion were written for Apollos, for Marcus to the 
Coloſtans; for Phebe to the Rowans, fot fun 

others to other churches. - And the apoſtle refeth 
us, that ſome perſons, not ſufficiemty Known other. 
wiſe, have ſpecial need of fuch letters, thou 
be for his part had no need thereof. The uſe 
them is to be a benefit and help} to the party for 
whom they are written, and for the fürthering 
of his receiving amongſt the ſaints in the ce 
whereto he goetn, and the dur fatiefaftion” 

them in their receiving of him, As 18, 27. Cop. 


Fa 
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4. 10. Rom. x6. 1. 2 Cor. 3. 1. 
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Of excammunicatien, and other cenſares, © 


FTAHE cenſures of the church are appointed by 
| Chriſt for thepreventing removing, and heal. 
ing of offences in the church; for the reclaiming 
and gaining of 1 „ brethren, for the deterping 
others from the fike offences, for purging out the 
_ Jeaven which may infe&t the whole lump; for 
- vindicating the honor of Chriſt, and of his church, 
and the holy profeffion of the Saen an for 
preventing of the wrath. of Gad, that may juſtly 
tali upon the church, if they ſhould ſuffer his co- 
venant, and the ſeals thereof to be profahed by 
notorious and ob{mare offenders. 1 Tim. 5. 20. 
Deut. 17. 12, 13. Jude 5. 19. Deut. 17. 11. Cox. 
. 6. Rom, 2. 24. Reit 2. 14,15, 16, 20. 
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5 anorher ) the — is to go and acknow- 
= 5 is then, to forgive kim ut if the 


r neglect ar rafuſe 49 f Sy brother 
offended is to go and convince and admoniſh 
him of it, between themſelves privately : If there- - 
upon the offender be brought to repeat. of his of- 
fence, the admoniſher hath won his brother; but 
if the offender hear nat his brother, the bro - 
ther offended: is to take with him one or two 
more, that. in the mouth of two or three witneſſes 
every word may be. eſtabliſhed, (whether the 
word of admonition, if the offendet receiveit ; or 
the word of complaint, if he retulſe it;) tor if he 
refuſe it, the offended brother is by the mouth of 
the elders to tell the church, and if he hear the 
church, and declare the ſame by: penitent con- 
feſnon, he is recovered and gained; and if the 
church diſcern him̃ to be willing to heas: yet not 
fully convinced of his offence, as in calc of hereſie, 
they are to diſpenſe to him in a public admoni- 
tion; which declaring the offender, to lye under 
the public offence of he church, doth thereby 
withhold. or ſuſpend him from the holy fellowſhip, | 
of the Lord's ſupper, till his offence be removed. 
by penitent contefſion. If he ſtill continue obſti · 
nate, they are to caſt him out by excommunica- 
tion, Mat. g. 23, 24. Luke 17. 3, 4. Mas. 18. 
15• 16, 17. Tit. g. 10. | 

13+ But if the offence be .more public at firſt, 
a of a more heinous and criminal nature, co 
wit, ſuchas are condemned by the light of natufe, 


then thechurch, without ſuchgradual proceedings, 


is to caſt out the offender from their holy coſmmu- 
nion, fot the further at of bis las, and 


A 


[2 3 

the Keating of his ef 4 in che day of t the Lord 

Jeſus, 1 Cor. 85 95 15 3 
4. In dealin an offender, great eare 1 

be taken, that * neither over ſtrict or ti 
nor too indulgent or remiſs; our pfoceedin 

in, ought to be with a f iritof meeknefs, conſider- 
ing ourſelves, leaſt we alſo be | ; and that 
the beſt of us have need of much — 
the Lord. Let the winning and healing of the 
offenders ſoul, being the end of theſe levers; 
we muſt not daub bo untempered mortar, nor 
heal the wounds of our brethren flightly. On 
ſome have compaſſion, others ſave wi fear, Gal. 

6. 1. Mat, 18. 34, 35. Ezek. 13. io. 

5. While the offender remains excommunicate, 

the church is to refrain from all member-like 
communion with him in ſpiritual things, and alſo 
from all familiar communien with him in civit 
things, further than the neceſſity of natural, do- 
meſtical or civil relations do require; and are 
therefore to forbear to eat and drink vin him, that 
he may be aſhamed, Mat. 18. 17. 1 Cor. 5. 11. 2 
Theſſ. 3. 6, 14. at's 
. Excommunication bas 4 ſpiritual puniſh- 
8 it doth not prejudice the excommunicate in, 
nor deprive him of his civil rights, and therefore 
toucheth not princes, or other magiſtrates i in point 
of their civil 1 or authority, and the excom- 
municate being but ar a publicari, and a heathen, 
| (heathens being lawfully: to come t6 hear 
the word in ehren aſſemblies) we acknowledge 
therefore the like liberty of hearing the word may 
be'permitted to perſons excummunicate;” that 1s. 
permitted unto heathen: And becauſe we are not 
without hope of his recovery, we are not to c- 
count him as an enemy, but to admoniſn kim N 4 
brother. 1 Cor. 14. 24, 25 2 Thep. 3. 74. 


i: 330 1 ; 
7. I che Lord audit the gebn 26. the alfa! 


d 

n der, ſo as by the grace of Chriſt - he doth teſt 
0 his repentance wich humble confeſſion of his = 
8 and judging of himſelf, giving glory unto God. 
» the church chat os forgive him, and to comfort 
+ 
it 
m 
ec 


him, and to reſtore him to the wonted brother] 


communion, which formerly, the Nee wall 
them, 2 Cor. 2. Ty. 8. 


8. The ſuffering of che oraphake or Reply 
9, livers to continue in fellowſhip, and: partake in 
Ir the ſacraments, is doubtleſs *a'great ſin in thoſe 
n that have power in theit hands to redreſs it, and 
* do it not: Nevertheleſs, inaſmuch as Chtiſt and 


his apoſt les in their times, and the prophets and 
other. godly in theirs, did lawfully partake of the 
Lord's commanded ordinances rn ch6 Few church, 
and neither taught nor practiſed ſeparation from 
the ſame, though unworthy ones-were permitted 
therein, and inaſmuch as the faithful in the church 
of Corinth, wherein were many N perſons 
and practices, are never commanded to abſent 
themſelves: from the ſacraments, becauſe of the 
ſame'; therefore the godly: in like caſes are not 


preſently to ſeparate, Rev. 2. 14, 8. 20, 


n Gr Sa 
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3.  Afts 3. 1. 1 Cor. 6. and 18. 4. 


9. As ſeparation from. ſuch a church wherein 
prophane and ſcandalous perſons are tolerated, 


15 not. preſently . neceſſary ; ſo for the members 
2 — 4 — hereupon io abſtain | 


_— — ſuch a N a 
e of the ſacraments is unlawfu 
28 gre were — 6/1 for an innocent 
be puniſhed for the faults of others, 9 nyt4 
ot hath no hand, and whereunto he gave n copſent; 
2— | ſo it is more unreaſonable, that a Sadly man ſhould 
. 


_ * and a wakes not com- 
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Fa 


to, even every one to do his endeavor, according 


een 
for his portion io the bleſſing of the "RIS 


. becauſe others are ſuffered to come, chat 
ought not ʒ eſpecially conſidering that himſelf doth 


neither conſent to their ſins, nor to their approach- 
ing to the ordinance in their ſin, not to the ne glect 
of others who ſhall put them away, and do not 3 

but on the contraty, doch heartily mourn for theſe 
things, modeſtly and ſeaſonably ſtir vp others to 
do their duty. If the church cannot be reformed, 


they may uſe their liberty, as is ſpecified,; chap. 


13. ſet. 4. But this all Nog godly are bound un- 


to his power and place, that the unworthy may be 
duly proceeded againſt by the church, to whom 
this raatter doth appertain. 2 Chron. 30. 18. er 


on; 25. e. 9 4. 


* « * 
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| 0 H A . xv. 
0 the Communies of churches one with axotber. 


\ 1THOUGHehother be där and Finds | 

fore may net be confounded one with - 
another, and equal, and therefore have no do- 
minion one over andther; yet all the churches 
ought to preſerve church communion one with 
another, becauſe they are all united untoChriſt, not 
only as a myſtical but as a political head, whence 
is derived a communion futiable thereamo» Rev; 
1. 4. Cum. 8. 8. Rom. 5 16. 1 C6. 5 
19. As. 15. 23. Nov. W. c +577. 7d-28- 


2g. The communion of erde fn. exerciſed 


ſundry ways. 1. By way of mutual 3 taking 
thought for one anothets welfare. way of 
conſultation one with another, — me habe be. 


man AE ood. Is Sd Ü ̃ Ü AA m 4 _@._ 


— than one apoftlg had. over auyhs ty 


if 5 1 
eaſion to require the judgment and+counſelaf 
other ch 


urches, touching perſon or cauſe 
wherewith they may be 4 acquainted than 
our felves. As the church at Antiach conſulted 
with apoitles and elders of the church at Jeraſalem. 
about the queſtion of circumciſion of the Gen- 
tiles, and about the falſe teachers that broached 
that dactrine. In which caſe, when any church , 
wanteth light or peace themlelves, it is 3g 
way of communion of churches ( to the 
word) to meet together, by their elders and other 
meſſengers in a fynod, to confider-and. argue the 
points in doubr-or difference ; and having found 
ont the way of truth and to commend th 


ſame by their letter and meſſengers to the churches 
whom the ſame may concern. But if a church 


be rent with diviſions among them ſelves, or lig 
under any open {candal, —— to conſult 
with other churches, for heali of 
the ſame, it is matter of juſt both to the = 
Lord ſeſus, and to other churches, as bewraying tao 
much want of mercy and faithfulneſs, not to ſeek, 
to bind up the breaches and wounds of the chu 
and — 3 and therefore the ſtate of ſuch a 
church calleth — upon other churches to crer- 


eiſe à fuller act of brotherly communion, to it. 


by way of admonition - 3. A chird way of com- 
munion of churches is by way of adenonition, to 
wit, in caſe ay ch offecce be found in a 
church, which either diſeern not or are ſſ in pra+ 
ceeding to uſe means for the removing and healing 
there Paul had no authority over Peter, yet 
when de ſuw Peter not walking wich a right foot. 
he publickly rebuked him before the church. 
Fhough chtirches have uo more authority one 


| + 4; 
5 — admoniſh another, ſo 
dne church ad moniſn another, pron cone 
mſurpation,. In which caſe, if the church that 
under offence, do not harken to the church that 
doth admoniſn her, the church is to acquaint 
ether neighbour churches W 
the offending church ſtill liech under, tag 
with the 5 of their Lp Ip ——.— 
given unto them; thoſe other 
are to joyn in 
given them 1 and if 
tinue in and 1 
bear communion - m_ _—— are See 
to make uſe of the he e Hand. or council 
neighbour churches walking orderly (if a greater 
cannot coveniently be had) for their conviction. 
I chey hear not the ſynodgthe ſynod having declared 
them too obſtinate, particular churches, approving 
and — bs at the ſynod, are to de. | 
clare the ſentence of non- communĩon reſpectively 
them z and thereupan, out of religious 
care to keep their own. communion pure, they muſt 
juſtly — themſelves from participation with 
them at the Lord's table, and from — other acts 
of holy communion as che communion of churches, 
doth otherwiſe allow and require. Nevertheleſs, 
if any members of ſuch a church as Jive under 
public offence, do not conſent to the offence of, the 
church, but do in due fort bear winnels againſt $1 
they are ſtill to be received to. wonted communi- 
cation; for it is not equal that the innocent ſhould 
ſuffer with the offenſive, Yea, furthermore, if 
ſuch innocent members, after due waiting in che 
uſe of all good means for the healing of the offence 
of their on church, ſhallat laſt(wirh the allowance 


efthecouncil of — 
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the fellowſhip of their own ehurch, and offer then! 
ſelves to the tellowſhip of another, we judge it lar . 
ful. for the other chruch to receive them (being 
otherwiſe fit) as if they had been orderly diſmiſſed 
to them from theirown church. 4. A fourth way of 
comitrumon of churches is by way of participation. 
The members of one church occaſionally coming 
to another wewnllingly admit them to partake with 
ur at thd Lord's table, it being the ſeal of dur com- 
mamon, not only with Chrift, nor only with the 
members of our own churches; but alio of all the 
chure hes of the faints 5 ww which regard we refuſe 
not to baptize their children preſented to us, if 
either their o miniſter, be abſent, or ſack 4 fruit 
of holy fellowſhip be deſired with us. In like caſe, 
ſuch churches as are furniſhed with more miniſters 
than one, do willingly afford one of their own 
miniſters to fupply the place of an abſent or ſick 


miniſter of another church for a needful ſeaſon. 5. 


A fifth way of church communion, is by way of 
recommendation, hen the member of one church 
hath occaſion to reſide in another ehurch, if but 

for a ſeaſon, we commend him to their watchful 
fellowſhip, by ktrers of recommendation, bur if 
he be called to ſettle his abode there, we commit 
him according to his deſire, to the fellowſhip of 
their covenant, by letters of diſmiſſion. 6. 
fixth way of church communion is in caſe of need, 
to miniſter relief and fuccour one unto another, 
either of able members, to furniſn them with offi-" 

cers, or of outward ſupport, to the neceſſities of 
poorer churches, as did the churches of the 
Gentiles contribute liberally to the poor ſaints at 
Jeruſalem. Cant. 8. go Ads 15. 2, 6, 22, 23. 


— ou* 


T1471 


Exel. 34. 4. Gal. 2. 11 to 14. Mat. 18. 15, r6, 
17. by proportion. Gen. 18.25. 1 Cor. 12. 13. 
Rom. 16. 1. Ads 18. 27. and _—_ 9 _ 
13. 26, 27. 


When a compiny of believers purpoſe * 
cider into a church fellowſhip, it is requiſite for 
their ſafer proceeding, and the maintaining -the 
communion of churches, that they ſignify their in- 
rent unto the neighbour churches, walking accord- 
ing unto the erder of the goſpel, and defire their 
preſence, and help, and right hand of fellowſhip, 
which they ought readily to give unto them when 
there 1s no juſt cauſe to except againſt their pro- 
ccedings. Gal. 2. 2,2. and 9. 9 n. 


4. Beſides the ſeveral ways of communion, 
there is alſo a way of propagation: of churches 
when a church ſhall grow too numerous, it is a 
way, and fit ſeaſon to propagate one church out 
of another, by ſending Seth ſuch of their members 
as are willing to remove, and to-procure ſome offi- 
cers to them, as may enter with them into church 
eſtate amongſt themſelves. As bees, when the 
hive is too full, iſſue forth by ſwarms, and are ga- 
thered intro ather hives, ſo the churches of Chriſt 
may do the ſame upon like neceſſity ; and therein 
hold forth'to them the right hand of fellowſhip, 
both in their gathering into a church, and in the 
ordination of their — La. 40: a0. Cant. 8. 
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CHAP. XVI. 
ee, "macs, + 


YNODS orderly aſſembled, and rightly pro» 
ceeding according to the pattern, As 1 5, we 


6 * a ' 


acknowledge as the ordinance of Chriſt ; and tho* 


not abſolutely neceſſary to the being, yet many 
times, through the iniquity of men and perverſe- 
neſs of times, - — to the well-being of 
churches, for the eſtabliſhment of truth and peace 
therein, Ads 15.'2 to 15. 4 


2. Synods being ſpiritual and eccleſiaſtical aſ- 
femblies, are therefore made up of ſpiritual and 
eccleſiaſtical cauſes. - The next ſufficient cauſe ot 
them under Chriſt, is the power of the churches, 
tending forth their elders and other meſſengers, 
who being met together in the name of Chriſt, 
are the matter of a ſynod : and they in arguing, 
debating, and determining matters of religion ac- 
cording to the word, and publiſhing the ſame to 
the churches it concerneth, do put forth the proper 
and formal acts of a ſynod, to the conviction of 
errors and hereſies, and the eſtabliſhment of truth 
and peace in the churches, which is the end of 2 
fynod, As 15. 2, 3, 6, 7, to 23, 31. and 16. 4, 
15. 255 e Kt 

3. Magiſtrates have power to call a fynod, by 
calliag to the churches to fend forth their elders, 
and other meſſengers, to counſel, and afſſiit them 
in matters of rekgion; but yet the conſtitutiag 
of a ſynod is a chured aft, and may be tranſi g- 
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ted by the churches even when civil magiſtrates 
may be enemies to churches, and church- aſemblics 
2 Chron. 29. 4, 5, to 11. Aas 15. 


It belongeth unto beck "ond Ss to 
we and determine controverſies of faith, and 
caſes of conſcience ; 3 tO Clear from the word holy 


directions for che holy worſhip of God, and good 
government of the church ; to bear Witneſs ar 


gunſt male adminiſtratioa ang corruption in 
| doctrine or manners in any perticular church; and 
to give directions for the reformation thereof; not 


to exerciſe church cenſures ip way ot diſcipline, 


nor any act of church authority or juriſdiction, 
which that preſidential ſynod did forbear, As 1 5. 


1,2, 6, 7. 1 Chron. 15. 13. 3 Chron, 29. 6, 7: 


Ads 15. 0 28, 29. 


5. The Goods directions and determinations ſo 
far as conſonant to the word of God, are to be 
received with reverence and ſubmiſſion ; not only 
for their agreemenWherewith (which j 15 the prin, 
cipal ground thereof, and without which they 
bind not all) but alſo ſecondarily for the power 
whereby they are made, as being an ordinance 2 
God appointed thereunto in his word, As 15. 


6. Becauſe it 15 difficult, if not impoſſible, for 


many churches to come together in one place, in 


all their members univerſally; therefore they may 


aſſemble by their delegates or meſſengers as the 
church at Antioch went not all to Jeruſalem, but 
ſome ſelect men for that purpole. Becauſe none 
are or ſhould be more fit to know the ſtate of the 


churches, nor to af viſe ofways for the good there» 


AS tac «& tfn4a ww a A 
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e 
Or. che men Jon iaen allembnies Y have. 
ſpecial reſpect unto, ſuch; yet ingmuch as nor 
only Faul and Barnabas, but certain Others alſa 
were ſent to Jeruſalem from Antiech, and hen 
they were come to Jeruſalem, not only tlie 4 
ind elders, hut other brethren. alſo do. aflemble 
and. meer about the . matter, therefore ſynods 
are co gonſiſt both of elders, and other church 
members endued- with gifts, and ſent by the 
churches, not excluding the preſence of any hre, 


thren in the churehes, As 15. 2, 22, 23. 
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Of the civil magiſtrates poor in matters eccleſi- 
 afbical, | 2 22 a 1 R 


| is lawful; profitable and neceſſary for chriſ- 
tians to gather themſelves together into church 
eſtate, and therein to exerciſe all the ordinances 
of Chriſt, according unto the word, although 
the conſent of the magiſtrate could not be had 
thereunto ; | becauſe the apoſtles and chriſtians in 
their time did frequently thus practiſe, when the 
magiſtrates being . all of them Jewiſh or Pagan, 
and moſt perſecuting enemies, would give no 
countenance or conſent to ſuch matters, As 2. 
41, 47. and 4. 1, 2, 3. „ 
2. Church government ſtands in no oppoſition 
to civil government of common: wealths, nor any. 
way intrencheth upon the authority of civiꝭ magii- 
trates in their juriſdiction; nor any whit weakneth . 
their hands in governing, but rather ſtiengtheneth 
them, furthereth the people in yielding mote 
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. hearty and conſcionable obedience unto them; 
whatſoever ſome ill affected perm to the. ways 
of Chriſt have ſuggeſted, to alienate the affection 
of kings and princes from the ordinances of Chriſt , 
as if the kingdom of Chriſt in his church could 
not riſe and ſtand, without the _ and weaken- | 
ing of their government, which is alſo of Chriſt ; i 
whereas the contrary is moſt true, that they may 9 
both ſtand together and flouriſh, the one bein 
| helpful unto the other, in their diſtin& and due 
Wi adminiſtrations. John 18. 36. As 25. 8. Ja. 
49. 23. 6 | 481 f 
jon The power and authority of magiſtrates is 
not for the reſtraining of churches, or any other 
good works, but for helping in and furthering 
thereof; and therefore the conſent and counte- 
hance of magiſtrates, when it may be had, is not 
to be ſlighted, or lightly eſteemed ; but on the 
contrary, it is part of that honor due to chriſtian 
. magiſtrates to deſire and crave their conſent and 
approbation therein, which being obtained, the 
churches may then proceed in their way with 
more encouragement and comfort. Rom. 13:- 4. 
2 TI. -2--$: ©} 98 * 
4. It is not in the power of magiſtrates to com- 
pel their ſubjects to become church members, 
and to partake at the Lord's table; for the prieſts 
are reproved that brought unworthy ones into 
the ſanctuary: Then as it was unlawful for the 
prieſt, ſo it is as unlawful to be done by civil 
magiſtrates, thoſe whom the church is to caſt out 
if they were in; the magiſtrate ought not to 
thruſt them into the church, nor to hold them 
therein, Ezek. 44. 7, 9. 1 Cor. 5.11. - | 
5. As it is unlawful for church officers to med- 
dle with the ſword of the magiſtrate, ſo it is un- 


%. 
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lawful for the ma giſtrate, to meddle with this 
work. proper to — officers. The acts of 
Anne David, who were not only princes, 
but prophets, were extraordinary, thetefore nor 
— Againſt ſuch uſurpation, the Lord 
witneſſed by ſmiting Uzziah with leptoſy, for pre- 
ſuming to offer incenſe. Mat. 225. 26. 2 e 


26. 16, 17. 


6. It is the Gury of the magitrc to take care 
of matters of religion, and to improve his civil au- 
thority for the — of the duties eommanded 
in the firſt, as well as obſerving of the duties 
commanded in the ſecond table. They are called 
Gods. The end of che magiſtrates office, is not 
only the quiet and peaceable life of the ſubject in 
matters of righteouſneſs and honeſty, but alſo in 
matters of — yea, of all godlineſs. Moſes, 
Jaſbua, David, Solomon, Aſa, Jehoſapbat, Hezetiab, 
Jed. are much condemned by the Holy Ghoſt: 

the putting forth their authority in matters of 
religion: On the-contrary, ſuch kings as have 
been failing this, way, are frequently taxed and re- 


proved by the Lord. And not only the kings of - 


Judab, but alſo. Fob, Nehemiah the king of 
Nineveb, Darius, Artaxerxes, Nehuchadngzzar,, 
whom none looked at as types of Chriſt, (though 
were it ſo, there were no place any Ju ſt objec- 
tion) are commended in che book of God, for 
exerciſing their authority this way, Fal. 82. 10 
1. Tim. 2. 1, 2. Ed <4» I 
Kings 12. 3. and 14, 4. and 18. 35- 1. 2 
42. Job 2 25 and 37. 26, 28, N. 13. 
7. Exra. Dan. 3. 29. 
7. 1 28 of che power "of the magiſtrate 


are not things meerly inward, and ſo not ſubject 


to his cognizance and view, as unbelict, - 


L E F 
ges of heart, erroneous opinions not vented; but 
only ſack things as are ated by the outward” 
man; neither is their power to be exereiſed in 
commaading ſuch acts of the outward man, and 
puniſhing the neglect thereof; as are but meer 
inventions and devices of men, but about ſueh 
acts as ate commanded and forbidden im the 
word; yea, ſuch as the word doth cleafly deter- 
mine; th6ugh” net always clearly ds the jodgmenr 
_ of the magiitrate 6f others, yet clearly in x felf. 
In theſe he of right ought to put forth his autho- 
rity, thotigh oft-times attually he doth it not, 
1 Kings 20. 28, 42. #175740 
8. Idolatry, blaſphemy, harefie, venting cor- 
rupt and pernicious opinions, that deſtroy the 
foundation, open contempt of the word preached; f 
prophanation of the Lord's day, diſturbing the t 
peaceable adminiſtration and exerciſe of the wor- \ 
t 
c 


ip and holy things of God, and the like, are, to 
be reſtrained and puniſhed by civil authority. 
Deut. 13. 1 Kings 20. 28, 42. Dan: 3. 29. 
Zech; 13. 3. Neb: 13. 31. 1 Tin. 2. 2. Rom. 13. 4. 

9. If any church, one or more ſhall grow ſchiſ. 
marical, rending it ſelf from the communion of 
other churches, or ſhall walk incorrigibly or ob- 
ſtinately in any corrupt way of their own, contrafy 
to the rule of the word; in ſuch caſe the magiſ- 
trate is to put forth his co-ercive power, as the 
matter ſhall require. The tribes on this fide Jor-" 
din intended to make war againſt the other 
tribes, for building the alter of witneſs, whom” 
140 they ſuſpected to have turned away therein from 
Wil following of the LORD. 7%. 22. N poN* 
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Being "on cofletions for the information of che | 
that" are hor acquainted with the principles 
and pradtices of the firſt and moſt eminent 


© Jeaders, in the churches of CHRIST i in News 
" England.” 


HE platform of clturch diſcipline, was was 
; 0 on and conſented unto by man 
gre, learned and pious perſons, from the four. © 
amous colonies in New-England, aſſembled in 
the Synod at Cambridge, 1 648. Something of 
which may be read in a late print, entitled, A 
teſtimony to the order of the goſpel in the 
churches of New-England.” _ 


The deſervedly famous and Rev'd. Mr. ubs 
Wi {fon paſtor, and Jobn Cotton teacher of the 
firſt church of Chriſt in Boſton,” were two of thoſe 
worthies that * the W of church 
diſcipline. 5 


The Rev. Mr. Jobn Norton, teacher of * mich 
church in Boſton, in his election ſermon, May 22. 
1661. page 12. gives this advice, Take care 
that the order of the goſpe] may have a free paſ- 
ſage in the churches; I mean that our practice 

may effectually anſwer our decttine, in that book, 
entitled, The platform of church diſcipline.” 

wt 2 7 | 
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And in his laſt ſermon, preached on his weeks 


ly lecture, April 2. 1663. a little before his death, 
page, 37. Remember that we have the pattern 


ur the mount, I mean we have the ſcripture as 
a rule, and you have the platform of church dif- 


cipline given to you in way of counſel, as the” 


confeſſion of our faith to this way of church go: 
vernment : You know in what maginer it was that 


which (for the ſubſtance of it) owns the cauſe 


congregational : If any are departed from it let 
them look to it.” NG 


The Rev. Mr. Jobn Davenport, in his catechiſm 


printed Anna, 1669, for the uſe of the firſt church 
in Boſton, of which he was then paſtor, ſhows his 


con currence with the platform of church diſci- 


phne in matters relating to church government. 


The Rev. Mr. Jobn Oxenbridge, paſtor of ſaid 


church, by his practice, manifeſted his conſent ta 
the way of church government, as it is ſtated in 
the platform of church difcipline: And in his 


election ſermon in May 1671. declared his agree- _. 


ment with the principles of purity and power of 
the churches. | 


The Rev. Mr.Fames Allen, teacher of ſaid church, 
in his olection ſermon, May 28, 1679. page 10, 


ri, Having taken notice of the platform of 


church diſcipline, as maniteſting the judgment 


of the miniſters of New-Englond, aſſerting the 


authoritative rule of the elders, with the libert 

of the brethren, expreſſeth himſelf thus,“ Though 
ehe judgment of the beſt ſhould not be looked, 
wpon as ſcripture Canons, nor bind any further 
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follows, © 1 beg that we may keep the King's 
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than it is found agreeing with the word of God, 
by which it ought to be tried; yet I think I may 


ſafely ſay, that is a clearer judgment of the mind 
of God in the ſcripture, in that matter, than can 


be exped ed in this next generation. It is true, 
in en of natural light, that may be 
increaſed 


by induſtry, and thoſe that ſtand upon 


others ſhoulders may ſee further than they did up- 


on whoſe ſhoulders they ſtand, but it is not fo in 


er things, the further knowledge of which 


epends upon revelation, Eph. 1. 17. Pſal. 25. 9. 


The reverend and learned Mr. Urian Oakes, 
preſident of Harvard-college, and paſtor of the 
church of Chriſt in Cambridge, in his election ſer- 
mon, May 7, 1673. p. 48. declared himſelf as 


high way, the way that CHRIST himſelf hath 
caſt up for us, and that our worthy predeceſſors have 
travelled in before us, the way that hath been fla- 


* ted, not in the private models of ſome fanciful 


and conceited men, but in the Platform of Church 
Diſcipline ,' the trueſt underſtanding of theſe things 
is from the Platform deduced out of the word 


of GOD.” 


A. 
— —— 


„* — 
—— 


At a SYNOD at Bosron, New-EnNGLAND, 
* September 10, 1679. 


TFT was put to vote, whether the aſſembly did 
approve of The Platform of Church Diſcipline ?, 


And both elders and brethren did unanimouſly 


lift up their hands in the affirmative, not one ap- 
pearing when the vote was propounded, in the 


i 
3 
| 


: 2 liberties 


a 


8 but it jointiy paſſed in theſe words, 
. te honoree 
Ma ets, being e general 
Court to convene at — che aoch of September, 
1679, having read & conſidered The Platform of 
Church. Diſcipline, agreed upon. by the Synod " 
ſembled at Cambridge, 1648, do unanimoully a 
prove of the {aid Plaifor ms. for the Fare —. => 
it, deſiring that the ehurches may continue ſted · 
faſt in the order of the goſpel, according to ha is 
therein declared from the word of GOD. la a 
. entitled, The neceſſity of reformation, Kc. 


—— 


2 


At a e meeting i * in Boſton, N Now: 
England, Au 27, 1697. 


YUNDRY reverents and worthy ali | 
ed an inſtrument, where they declared toi 
toll purpoſe, by the help of the Lord, to maintain 
n their ſeveral the purity, and fellowſhip, 
the churches, &c- In a print, en- 
titled, Thirty important queſtions reſolved, &c. 


Col. 2. 6. 4. ye hove therefore received Crift 
Jeſus the Lord, ſo walk in bim. | 


Epb, 4. part of the 14th verſe; Be no more 
children tofſed to aud fre, and n about with 
very wing of dofirine. 


Sal. 5. 1. Stand faf 7 2. in the 1 
" Wherewith Chriſt bath made us free, | 


ie. 


Boſton, Feb. 25, * 


= 4 
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''To THR W O RI. D. 


15 prope, if a ſufficient number of 

as ſoon as may be 
to reprint another edition of this much eſteem- 
ed BOOK, as only 500 copies were printed 


in this edition, which are already moſtly en- 
Sage, Thoſe 


gentlemen who have hitherto 
appear'd as encouragers of this work, are re- 
queſted to uſe their influence ta promote a 


ſecond ſubſcription, in order that ſo u/eful A | 


book may become more general; and that 
mankind univerſally, may know wherein their 
eccleſiaſtical LIBERTY conſiſts. 


A L1sT of the ſubſcribers names, to both 
editions, (WHO so NOBLY DISTINGUISH THEM 
SELVES AS ZEALOUS ADVOCATES rox THE Li- 
BERTY OF THE CHURCHES, AND © WHOSE ME< 


Mokry POSTERITY MUST RESPECT) mill be 


printed in the ſecond. 5 
IOHN BOYLES. 7 


4 


Subſcriptions are received by J. Rovinh 
printer and publiſher, next door to the Three. 
Doves, \ in Marlboro - Street; Epzs and GiLL, 
in Queen-Streer, H. Knox, _ , — 
in Cornhill, Boſton. 
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